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MAXIM. An established prinoiple or 
proposition. A principle of law nniyersally 
admitted, as being jnst and consonant with 
reason. 

2. Mazims in law are somewhat like 
axioms in geometiy. 1 Bl. Com. 68. They 
are principles and authorities, and part of 
the general onstoms or oommon law of the 
land; and are of the same strength as acts 
of parliament, when the jndges have deter- 
mined what is a maxim; which belongs to 
the jndges and not the jnry. Terms de 
Ley; Doot. & Stud. Diah 1, c. 8. Maxims 
of the law are holden fbr law, and all other 
oases that may be applied to them shall be 
taken for granted. 1 Inst 11. 67; 4 Rep. 
See 1 Com. c. 68; Plowd. 27, b. 

8. The application of the maxim to the 
case before the conrt, is generally the only 
difficulty. The trne method of making the 
application is to asoertain how the maxim 
arose, and to consider whether the oase to 
which it is applied is of the same oharaoter, 
or whether it is an exoeption to an appa- 
rently generol rule. 

4. The alterations of any of the mwimg 
of the common law are dangerons. 2 Inst. 
210 . 

The following are some of the more im- 
portant maxims. 

A commurd observantia non est recedendum. 
There shonld be no departure from common ob- 
servance or uaage. Co. Litt. 186. 

jS l’impoasibU nul n 9 est tdnu. No one is bound 
to do what is impossible. 1 Bouv. Inst. n. 601. 

A verbis Ugis non est rectdendnm. From the 
words of the )aw there must be no departure. 
Broom’s Max. 268; 6 Rep. 119; Wing. Max. 25. 

Absentia ejus qui reipubUat causa abest, neque ei, 

X t alü damnosa esse debet. The absence of him 
is employed in the service of the state, ought 
not to be burdensome to bim nor to otbers. Dig. 
50, 17, 140. 

Absoluta sententia expositore non indiget. An 
absolute unqualified sentence or proposition, needs 
no expositor. 2 Co. Inst. 533. 

Abundans camtela non nocet. Abundant caution 
does no harm. 11 Co. 6. 

Accessorius sequit uaturam sui principalis. An 
accessary follows tbe natnre of his principal. 3 Co. 
Inst. 349. 

Accessorium non ducit sed sequitur suum princi- 
pale. The accessary does not lead, but follow its 
principal. Co. Litt. 152. 

Accusare nmo debet <e, mri coram Deo. No 
one ought to accuse himself, unless before God. 
Hard. 139. 

Actio exterbra indicamt tnteriora secreta. Extey- 
nal actions show intemal secrets. 8 Co. R. 146. 

jiàtio non datmr non damnificato. An action is 
not given to him who has received no damages. 

Actio personalis moritur cum persona À per- 
sonal action dies with the person. This must be 
understood of an action for a tort only. 


Actor qui contra regulam quid adduxit, non ess 
audiendus. He ought not to be heard who ad- 
vances a proposition contrary to the rules of law. 

Actor sequüur forum rei. The piaintiff must 
follow the forum of the thing in dispute. 

Actore non probante reus absolvitur. Wheii the 
plaintiff does not prove his case, the defendant U 
absolved. 

Actus Dei nemini facü injuriam The act ol 
God does no injury; that is, no one is responsible 
for inevitable accidents. 2 Blacks. Com. 122. See 
ActofGod. 

Actus incapius cujus perfectio pendet , ex voluntaie 
parlium, revocari potesi; ri autem pendet ex volun- 
tate tertia persona . vel ex contingenti, revocari non 
potest. An act already begun, tbe completion of 
wbicb depends upon tbe will of the parties, may 
be recalled; but if it depend on the consent of a 
tbird person, or of a contingency, it cannot be re- 
called. Bacon’s Max. Reg. 20. 

Actus me invito factus , non est meus actus. An 
act done by me against my will, is not my act. 

Actus non reum facü, nisi mens sit rea. An act 
does not makeapersonguilty,unless the intention 
be aiso guilty. This maxim applies only to crimi- 
nal cases; in civil matters it is otherwise. 2 Bouv. 
Inst. n. 2211. 

Actus legüimi non recipiunt rnodurn. Acts re- 
quired by law to be done, admit of no qualifica- 
tion. Hob. 153. 

Aciua legis nemini facü injuriam. The act of 
tbe law does no one an injury. 5 Co. 116. 

Ad proximum antecedens fiat relatio , nisi ònpe - 
diatur sententia. The antecèdent bears relation 
to what follows next, unless it destroys the mean* 
ing of the sentence. 

Ad quxstiones facti non respondent judices; ad 
yuceationea legis non respondent juratores. Tbe 
judges do notanswer to questions of fact; the jury 
do not answer to questions of law. Co. Litt. 
295. 

JEstimatio prceteriti delicii ex postremo fado fiun- 
quam crescü. The estimation of a crime comrait- 
ted never increases from a subsequent fact. Bac. 
Max. Reg. 8. 

Ambiguüas Verborum latens verificatione supple- 
tur; nam quod ex fado oriiur ambiguum verificar 
tione fadi toüitur. A hidden ambiguity of tbe 
words is supplied by the verific&tion, for whatever 
ambiguity arises concerning the deed itself is re- 
moved by the verification of the deed. B&con’s 
Max. Reg. 23. 

Aqua cedit solo. The water yields or accom- 
panies the soil. The grant of the soil or land car- 
ries the water. 

Aqua curfit et debet currert . Water runs and 
ought to run. 3 Rawle, 84, 88. 

JEquüas agit in personam. Equity acts upon 
the person. 4 Bouv. Inst. n. 3733. 

JEquüas sequüur legem . Equity follows the 
law. 1 Story, Eq* Jur. $ 64; 3 Wooddes. Lect. 
479, 482. 

JEquum et bonum, est lex legum. What is good 
and equal, is the law of laws. Hob. 224. 

Ajfirmaii, non neganti incumbit probatio. Tbe 
proof lies upon him wbo affirms, not on him who 
aenies. 

Aliud est celare , alvud tacere. To conceal is one 
tbing, to be silent another. 

Mtematica petitio non est audienda. An alternate 
petition is not to be heard- 5 Co. 40. 
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•ABmwj ad se ommejut dncit. It i» to the inten- | Caoeat emptor. Let the purckaser beware. 
tioD thnt all law applies. Cavcndum ut à fragmentit. Beware of frag- 

jinimut homimt ett an&ma tcrvpti. Tbe intention menta. Bacon, Aph. 26. 


of the p&rty is the soui of the inetrumeot. 3 Bulstr. 
67. 

jSpicet jurit non tunt jura Points of law are 
not lawa. Co. Litt. 304; 8 Scott, N. P. R. 773. 

J Mür i mm ett jud&cmm* An award ia a jodg- 
ment. Jenk Cent. 137. 

•drgvjneyi/icm à majori ad mivmt negatwe non 
talet; ralet è converto . An argument from the 
greater to the leea is of no force negatively; con- 
veraely it is. Jenk. Cent. 281. 

Arptmentvm à dtcitione ett forHttònvm tn jvre. 
An argnment ariaing from a diviaion is most power- 
ful in law. 6 Co. 60. 

Jfrgvmentvm ab incowoevdenii ett vaUdum in legc; 
fvia lex non permittit aliqvod inconveniens. An 
srgument drawn from what is inconvenient is good 
inlaw, because the law will not permit any incon* 
venience. Co. Litt. 268. 

jSrgvmentvm ab impotnbiH plvrimvm valet tn 
lêgt* An argument dedoced from authority greatly 
avails in law. Co. Litt. 92. 

Jrgvmentvm ab authoritate ett fortittimvm in 
**«• An argnment drawn firom autbority is the i 
strongest in law. Co. Litt. 264. 

jSrgumentvm à timili valet in lege. An argo- 
ment drawn from a similar case, or analogy, avails 
ia law. Co. Lift. 191. 

Jvcvpia verborvm tvnt jvdice indigna. A twist- 
iag of langnage is unworthy of a jnage. Hob. 343. 

Bona fidet non patitnr , vt bit idem exigatur . 
N&toral equity or good faith do not allow us to 
demand twice the payment of the same thing. 
Dig. 50, 17, 57. 

Boni jvdicit est ampHare jvrisdicHonem . It is 
the part of & good judge to enlarge his jorisdiction; 
that ia, his Temedial authority. Chan. Prec. 329; 

I WUs. 284 ; 9 M. & Wels. 818. 

Bom jvdicit est cavtas Htium derimere. It is the 
doty of a good judge to remove tbe cause of litiga- 
tion. 2 Co. Inst. 304. 

Boumm defendentis ex integrâ causâ, malvm ex 
qvoHbet defectv. The good of a defendant arises 
from a perfect case, his harm from some defect. 

II Co. 68. 

Bonum judex tecundvm aqvvm et bonvm judicat , 
et aavitatem stricio jvri prafert. A good jndge 
decides according to justice and right, and prefers 
equity to strict law. Co. Litt. 24. 

Bomcm necetsarivm extra tcrminos nècessitatis non 
est bonum. Necessary good is not good beyond 
the boonds of necessity. Hob. 144. 

Catus fortvitvs non est tperandvt , et nemo tenetur 
iecinare. A fortuitous event is not to be foreseen, 
aad no person is held boond to divine it. 4Co. 66. 

Catvs omissus et oblirione datvs dispositioni com- 
fimi ntjvris relinquitvr. A case omitted and given 
fo oblivion is left to fhe disposal of the common 
law. 5 Co. 37. 

Catalla jvstè possesta amitti non possunt. Chat- 
tels jnstly possessed cannot be lost. Jenk. Ceot. 28. 

Catalla repvtantur inter min&ma m lege. Chat- 
teb are considered in law among the minor things. 
Jenk. Cent. 5*2. 

Causa proxima, non rcmota speciatur. The im- 
mediate, and not the reroote cause, is to be consi- 
dared. Bac. Maz Reg. 1. 


Cessante causa , cetsat effectvs. The caose ceas- 
ing, the effect must cease. 

C'est le crime qvi fait la honte , et nonpas l’echa- 
foud. It is the crime which causes the shame, 
and not the scaffold 

Charta de non ente non valet. A cbarter or deed 
of a thing not in being, is not valid. Co. Litt. S6. 

Chsrographvm apvd debitorem reperium preesvmi- 
tursolvlvm. A deed or bond found with the debtor 
ia presumed to be paid. 

Circuitvt est evitandus. Circuity is to be avoided. 
5 Co. 31. 

Clavtvla inconsuetee semper indicvnt suspicionem. 
Unusual clauaes always induce a suspicion. 3 Co. 
81. 

Clausvla qva abrogationem exclvdit ab imtio non 
valet. A clause in a law which precludes its 
abrogation, is invalid from tbe beginning. Bacon’s 
Maz. Reg. 19, p. 89. 

ClavstUa vel disposiiio inutilu per prtetvmpiionem 
remotam vel causam , ex post facto non fvlcitur. A 
uselesa clause or disposition is not supported by a 
remote presumption, or by a cause srising after- 
wards. Bacon's Max. Reg. 21. 

Cogitationis pctnam nemo patitur. No one is 
ponished for merely thinking of a crime. 

Commodum ex injvrid tvâ non habert dèbet. No 
man ought to derive any benefit of his own wrong. 
Jenk. Cent. 161. 

Commnvii error facit jvt. A common error 
makes law. What was at first illegal, being repeat- 
ed many times, is presnmed to bave acquired the 
force of usage, and then it would be wrong to de- 
part from it. The converse of thia mazim k com- 
mvnis error non facit jut. A comxnon error does 
not make law. 

Confettio facta tn jvdicio omni probatione majof 
est. A confession made in court is of greater efiect 
than any proof. Jenk. Cent. 102; 11 Co. 30. 

Confirmare nemo potest privsquam jus ei acci~ 
derit. No one can confirm before the right accrues 
to him. 10 Co. 48. . 

Confirmatio est nulla, ubi donvm pracedent es t 
vnvaltdvm. A confirmation is null where the pre- 
ceding gifl is invalid Co. Litt. 295. 

Conjvnctio mariti st faminee eit de jure natvrm 
The union of a man and a woman is of the law of 
nature. 

Contensvt non concvbitvsfacit nvptiam. Consent, 
not lying together, constitutes marrisge. 

Consensvt facit legem . Consent makes the law. 
A contract Is a law between the parties, which 
can acquire force only by consent. 

Consensvs tollit errorem. Consent removes or 
obviates a mistake. Co. Litt. 126. 

Consentientes et agentes pari pcenâ pleetentvr. 
Tbose consenting ànd those perpetrating are em- 
bhiced in the same ponisbment. 5 Co. 80. 

Conseqventim non est conseqventia. A coose- 
qnence onght not to be drawn from another conse- 
quence. Bacon, De Aug. Sci. Aph. 16. 

Consilii , non fraudvlenti, nvlla est obligatio. Ad- 
vice, nnless frandulent, does not create an obliga- 
tion. 

ConstrvcHo contra rationem introduda, poHvs 
vsvrpatio qvctm consvetvdo appellari debet. A cus- 
tom introduced against reason onght nther to be 
called an usurpation than a custom Co. Litt. 113. 
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Cbnstruciiö legia non facit injvriam. The con- 
struction of law works not an injury. Co. Litt. 
183 5 Broom’s Max. 259. 

Consuetudo debet esae certa . A custom ought to 
be certain. Dav. 33. 

Conauetudo eat optimus interprea legum . Custom 
is the best expounder of the law. 2 Co. Inst. 18; 
Dig. 1, 3, 37; Jenk. Cent. 273. 

Conauetudo eat aliera lex. Custom is another 
law. 4 Co. 21. 

Consuetudo loci obaervanda eat. The custom of 
the place is to he observed. 6 Co. 67. 

Coinauetudo praacripta et legitvma vincit legem . 
A prescriptive and legitimate custom overcomes 
the law. Co. Litt. 113. 

Consuetudo aemel reprobata non poteat ampliua 
induci. Custom once .disallowed cannot again be 
produced. Dav. 33. 

Consuetudo voluntia ducit, lex nolentea trahit . 
Custom leads the willing, law compels or draws 
the unwilling. Jenk. Cent. 274. 

Conteatatio litis'eget terminoa contradictarios. An 
issue requires terms of contradiction; that is, there 
ean be no issue without an affirmative on one side 
and a negative on the other. 

Contemporanea exposiiio eat opti/na et fortiaaima 
in lege. A contemporaneous exposition is the best 
and inost powerful in the law. 2 Co. Inst. 11. 

Contrà negantem principia non eat disputandum. 
There is no disputing against or denying princi- 
ples. Co. Litt. 43. 

Contrà non voleniem agere nulla currit prascriptio 
No prescription runs against a person unable to act. 
Broom’s Max. 398. 

Contrà veritatem lex nunquam atiquid permittit. 
The law never suffers anytning contrary to truth. 

2 Co. Inst. 252. But sometimes it allows a con- 
clusive presumption in opposition to truth. See 

3 Bouv. Inst. n. 3061. 

Contractus legem ex conoentione accipiunt. The 
agreement ot the parties makes the law of the 
contract. Dig. 16, 3, 1, 6. 

Contractus ex iurpi causâ, vel contrà bonoa morea 
nullua eat . A contract founded on a base and un- 
lawful consideration, or against good morals, is 
null. Hob. 167; Dig. 2, 14, 27, 4. 

Conveniio vincit legem. The agrecment of the 
parties overcomes or prevails against the law. 
Story, Ag. § 368. See Dig. 16, 3, 1, 6. 

Copulatio verborum indicat acceplionem in eodem 
senau. Coupling words together shows that they 
ought to be understood in the same sense. Bacon’s 
Max. in Reg. 3. 

Corporalia injurxa non recipit ceatvmationem de 
futuro. A personal injury does not receive satis- 
faction from a future course of proceeding. Bacon’s 
Max. Reg. 6. 

Cuilibet in arte sua herito credendum eat . Every 
one should be believed skilful in his own art Co. 
Litt. 125. Vide Experta; Opinion. 

Cujus est commodum ejus debet ease incommodum. 
He who receives the benefit should also bear the 
disadvantage. 

Cujus eat dare ejua eat diaponere. He who has a 
right to give, has the right to dispose of the gift. 

Cujus per errorem daii repeütio eat , ejus consulid 
dati donatio est. Whoever pays by mistake what 
he does not owe, may recover it back; but he who 
pays, knowing he owes nothing; is presumed to 
give. Dig. 50, 17, 53. 

Cujus est aolum , ejua est usque ad calum. He 


who owns the soil, owns up to the sky. Co. Litt. 
4 a; Broom’s Max. 172; Sliep. To. 90; 2 Bouv. 
Inst. n. 15, 70. 

Cujus eai diviaio alterius eat elcctio . Which ever 
of two pnrties bas the division, the other has the 
choice. Co. Litt. 166. 

Cujuaque rei j potissima pars principium est. The 
principal part of everything is the beginning. 
Dig. 1, 2, 1; 10 Co. 49. 

Culpa tenet suoa auctorea. A fault finds its own 
authors. 

Culpa eat vmmiacere ae rei ad ae non pertinenti. 
It is a fault to meddle with what does not beiong 
to or does not concem you. Dig. 50, 17, 36. 

Culpa pcena paar eato. Let the punishment be 
proportioned to the crime. 

Culpa lata cequiparatur dolo. A concealed fault 
is equal to a deceit. 

Out pater est populua non habet ille pairem. He 
to whom the people is father, has not a father. Co. 
Litt. 123. 

Cum confitenle apoicte mitiua eat agendum. One 
making a voluntary confession, is to be dealt with 
more mcrcifully. 4 Co. Inst. 66. 

Cum duo inter ae pugnanha reperiuniur in teatar 
mento uliimum ratum eat. When two things re- 
pugnant tò each otber are found in a will, the last 
is to be confirmed. Co. Litt. 112. 

Cum legüimm nuptüe facta sunt, patrem liberi 
aequuntur. Children born under tt legitimate nnar- 
riage follow tbe condition of the father. 

Cum adsunt tesiimonia rerum quid opua eat verbia. 
When the proofs of facts are present, what need is 
there of words. 2 Buls. 53. 

Curioaa et capiioaa interpreiatia ih lege reprobatvr. 
A curious and captious interpretation in the law is 
to be reproved. 1 Buls. 6. 

Currit tempua contra deaidea et aui juria contemp- 
torea. Time runs against the slothful and thoee 
who neglect their rights. 

Curaua curuz eat lex curite. The practice of the 
court is the law of the court. 3 Buls. 53.' 

De fide et officio judicia non recipitur qiueatio; 
aed de acientia , sive error sit juris swe facti. Of 
the credit and duty of a judge, no question can 
arise; but it isotherwise respecting his knowledge, 
whether he be mistaken as to the law or fact. 
Bacon’s Max. Reg. 17. 

De jure judices , de fado juratores , respondent. 
The judges answer to the law, the jury to the 
facts. 

De minhnis non curat lex. The law does not 
notice or care for trifling matters. Broom’s Maz. 
333; Hob. 88; 5 Hill, N. Y. Rep. 170. 

De morte hominis nulla eat cunctaiio lcmga. 
When the death of a human being may be the con- 
sequence, no delay is long. Co. Litt. 134. When 
the question is on the life or death of a man, no 
delay is too long to admit of inquiring into facts. 

De non apparentibua et non exiateniibua eadem 
eat ratio. The reason is tbe same respecting things 
which do not appear, and those which do not exist. 

De similibua ad simiHa eadem raiüme proceden- 
dum eat. From similars to similars, we are to 
proceed by the sarae rule. 

De similibua idem eat jvdicinm. Concerning 
similars the judgment is tne same. 7 Co. 18. 

Debet eaae finia Utium. There ought to be an 
end of law suits. Jenk. Cent. 61. 

Debet quia juri aubjactre ubi delinquit. Every 
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ooe ought to be subject to the )aw of the place 
wfaere he offends. 3 Co. Inst. 34. 

Dtbile fundammivm, fallit opus. Where there 
is a weak foundation, the work falls. 2 Bouv. 
Inst. n. 2068. 

Debita sequuntur pertonam debitoru. Debts fol- 
low the person of the debtor. Story, Confl. of 
Laws, 4 362. 

Debiior non preawmtvr donart, A debtor is 
not presumed to make a gift. See 1 Kames’ Eq. 
212; Dig. 50, 16, 108. 

Debitvm et amtractua non mnt nullius loci. 
Debt and contract are of no particular place. 

Delegaia poteslas non potest delegari. A dele- 
gated authority cannot be again delegated. 2 Co. 
Inst. 597; 5 Bing. N. C. 310; 2 Bouv. Inst. n. 
1300. 

DeUgaivs non potest delegare . A delegate or 
deputy cannot appoint another. 2 Bouv. fnst. n. 
1936; Story, Ag. § 13. 

Derativa potestas non potest esse major primüwa. 
Tbe power which is derived cannot be greater 
than that from which it is derived. 

Derogatur legi , cum pars detrahüur ; abrogatur 
Ugi t cum prorsus tollüur . To derogate from a 
law is to enact something contrary to it; to abro- 
gate a law, is to abolish it entirely. Dig. 50, 16, 
102. See 1 Boov. Inst. n. 91. 

Designatio unius est exclusio altenus , et expressum 
facü cessare tacüvm. The appointment or desig- 
nation of one is the exclusion of another; and that 
expressed makcs that which is implied cease. Co. 
Litt. 210. 

Dies dominicus non est juridicus. Snnday is not 
a day in law. Co. Litt. 135 a; 2 Saund. 291. See 
Suuday. 

Dies inceptus pro completo habetvr. The day of 
ondertaking or commencement of the businesa is 
held as complete. 

Dies incertus pro condüione habetvr. A day un- 
certain is held as a condition. 

Dilationes in lege sunt odiosa Delays in law are 
odious. 

Disparata non debent jungi. Unequal things 
ooght not to be joined. Jenk. Cent. 24. 

Dirpensaiio est vuInus, quod vulnerat jus com- 
mvne . A dispensation is a wound which wounds 
a common right. Dav. 69. 

Dissimilvm dissimüis est ratio. Of dissimilars 
the rule is dissimilar. Co. Litt. 191. 

Dicinatio non interpretatio est, qua omnino recedü 
a litera . It is a guess not interpretation which 
altogether departs from the letter. Bacon’s Max. 
in Beg. 3, p. 47. 

Dolosus versatur generalibus. A deceiver deals 
in generals. 2 Co. 34. 

Dolvs avctoris non nocet snccessori. The fraud 
of a possessor does not prejudice the successor. 

Dolvs circvüv non jmrgator. Fraud is not purged 
by circuity. Bacon’s Max. in Reg. 1. 

Domus sva cvique est tutissimum refugium. 
Every man’s house is his castle. 5 Rep. 92. 

Domus tvtissimum cuiqve refvgivm atque recepta- 
culum. The babitation of each one is an inviolable 
asylum for him Dig. 2, 4,18. 

Donatio perficüur possessione accipieniis. A gilt 
is rendered complete by the possession of tbe re- 
ceiver. See 1 Bouv. Inst. n. 712; 2 Jobn. 52; 2 
Leigh, 337. 

Donaiio non prasvmüur. A gift is not presumed. 

Donaivr nvnqvam desinU possidere anteqvam do- 


natarius incipiai possidere. He that gives ncver 
ceases to possess until he tbat receives be^ins to 
possess. Dyer, 281. 

Dormiunt aliquando leges , nunqyam moriuntur • 
Tbe laws sometimes sleep, but never die. 2 Co. 
Inst. 161. 

Dos de dote peti non debet. Dower ought not to 
be sought from dower. 4 Co. 122. 

Dvas uxores eodem tempore habere non poteet . It 
is not lawful to have two wives at one time. Inst. 
1 , 10 , 6 . 

Duo non possunt in solido unam rem possidere. 
Two cannot poesess one thing each in entirety. 
Co. Litt. 368. 

Duplicatbonem poseibüüaiia lex non paiitur. It 
is not allowed to double a possibility. 1 Roll. R. 
321. 

Ea est accipienda interpretatio , qui vUio curet. 
That interpretation is to be received, which will 
not intend a wrong. Bacon’s Max. Reg. 3, p. 47. 

Ei incumbü probatio qui dicü , non qui negat. 
The burden of the proof lies upon him who af- 
firms, not he wbo denies. Dig. 22, 3, 2; Tait on 
Ev. 1; 1 Phil. Ev. 194; 1 Greenl. Ev. § 74; 3 
Louis. R. 83; 2 Dan. lT. 408; 4 Bouv. Inst. n. 
4411. 

Ei nihü turpe, cui nihil saiis . To whom notbing 
is base, nothing is sufficient. 4 Co. Inst. 53. 

Ejus est non nolle, qui poiest velle. He who may 
consent tacitly, may consent expressly. Dig. 50, 
17, 8. 

Ejus est periculum cujus est dominium aut eom- 
modum. He who has the risk has tbe dominion 
or advantage. 

Electd und vid, non datur recuraus ad alteram. 
When tbere is concurrence of means, be who has 
chosen one cannot have recourse to another. 10 
Toull. n. 170. 

Electio semel facta, et placüum testatum , non 
patüur regressum. Election once made, and plea 
witnessed, suffers not a recall. Co. Litt. 146. 

Electiones fiant nte et libere sine inierruptione 
alimia . Electiona should be made in due form 
ana freely, without any interruption. 2 Co. Inst. 
169. 

Enumeratio infirmat regulam in casibua non enu- 
meraiis • Enumeration affirms the rule in cases 
not enumerated. Bac. Aph. 17. 

Equality is equity. Francis’ Max., Max. 3; 4 
Bouv. Inst. n. 3725. 

Equity suffers not a right without a remedy. 
4 Bouv. Inst. n. 3726. 

Equity looks upon that as done, which ought to 
be done. 4 Bouv. Inst. n. 3729; 1 Fonbl. Eq. b. 
1, ch. 6, s. 9, note; 3 Wheat. 563. 

Enror fucatus nudd verüate in multia est proba- 
biliors et sapenumero rationibus vincü veritatem 
error . En-or artfully colored is in many things 
more probable than naked truth; and frequcntly 
error conquers truth and reasoning. 2 Co 73. 

Error juria nocet. Error of law is injurious. 
See 4 Bouv. Inst. n. 3828. 

Error qui non resistüur , approbatur . An error 
not resisted is approved. Doct. & Stud. c. 70. 

Error scribentis nocere non debet. An error made 
by a clerk ought not'to injure; a clerical error 
may be corrected. 

Èrrores ad aua principia referre , est refeüere. 

To refer errors to their origin is to refute them. 
3 Co. Inst. 15. 
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Est autem vit legem timulane . Violence may 
nlao put on the mask of law. 

Est boni judicis ampUare jurudictionem. It ia 
the part of a good judge to extend the juriadiction. 

Ex antecedentUms et consequentibue fit optima in- 
terpretatio. The best interpretation is made from 
antecedents and consequents. . 2 Co. Inst. 317. 

Ex diuturrdtate temporis , omnia prasumuniur 
soUmmter esse acta. From length of time, all 
things are presumed to have been done in due 
form. Co. Litt. 6; 1 Greenl. £v. § 20. 

Ex dolo malo non oritur actio. Out of fjraud no 
action arises. Cowper, 343; Broom’s Max. 340. 

Ex facto jus oritur . Law arises out of fact; 
that is, its application must be to facts. 

Ex malificto non oritur contractus. A contract 
cannot arise out of an act radically wrong and iile- 
gal. Broom’s Max. 831. 

Ex multitudine signorum , colligitur identitas vera. 
From tbe great number of signs true identity may 
be ascertained. Bacon’s Max. in Reg. 23. 

Ex nudo pacto non oritur actio. No action arises 
on a naked contract without a consideration. See 
Nudum Pactum. 

Ex tota meUeria emergat resolutio. The con- 
struction or resolution should arise out of the 
whole Buhject matter. Wingate’s Max. 238. 

Ex turpi causa non oritur actio . No action 
arises out of an immoral consideration. 

Ex turpi amtractu non oritur actio. No action 
arises on an immoral contract. 

Ex uno disces omnes. From one thing you can 
discern all. 

Excusat aut extenuat delictum in capitaUbus , 
quod non operatur idem in civiltbus . A wrong in 
capital cases is excused or palliated which would 
not he so treated in civil matters. Bacon’s Max. 
Reg. 7. 

Exceptio ejus rei cujus petitur düsolutio nulla 
est. There can be no plea of that thing of which 
the dissolution is sought. Jenk. Cent. 37. 

Exceptio falsi omnium ultima . A f&lse plea is 
tbe b&sest of all things. 

Exceptio Jirmat regulam in contrarium. The 
exception affirms the rule in contrary cases. Bac. 
Aph. 17. 

Exceptio Jirmat regulam in casibus non exceptis. 
The exception affirms the rule in cases not ex- 
cepted. Bac. Aph. 17. 

Exceptio nulla est versus actionem qum excep - 
tionem perimit. There can he no plea against an 
action which entirely destroys the plea. Jenk. 
Cent. 106. 

Exctpiio probat regulam de rebus non exceptio. 
An exception proves the rule concerning things 
not excepted. 11 Co. 41. 

Exceptio quoque regulam declarat. The excep- 
tion also declares the rule. Bac. Aph. 17. 

Exceptio semper ultima ponenda est. An excep- 
tion is always to he put last. 9 Co. 33. 

Executio est Jinis et fructus legis . An execution 
is the end and the fruit of the law. Co. Litt. 289. 

Executio juris non habet injuriam. The execu- 
tion of the law causes no injury. 2 Co. Inst. 482; 
Brpom’s Max. 37. 

Exempla illustrant non restrvngunt legem. Ex- 
amples lllustrate and do not restrict the law. Co. 
Litt. 24. 

Expedit reipublicm ut sit Anis litium. It is for 
the puhlic good that there be an end of litigation. 
Co. Litt. 303. 


Exprtssa nocen/, non expressa non nocent. Things 
expressed may he prejudicial; things not expressed 
are not. See Dig. 30, 17, 193. 

Expressio eorum qua tacite insunt nihü operatur. 
The expression of those thingr which are tacitly 
implied operates nothing. 

Expressio uvius est txclusio aUerius. The ex- 
pression of one thing is the exclusioo of another. 

Expressum facü cessare tacitum. What is ex- 
pressed renders what is implied silent. 

Extra legem positus est civüUer morluus. One 
out of the pale of the law, (an ootlaw,) is civilly 
dead. 

Extra territorium jus dicenii nonparetur t mpune. 
One who exercises jurisdiction out of his territory 
is not obeyed with impunity. 

Facta sunt poteutiora verbis. Facts are more 
powerful than words. 

Factum àjudice quod ad ejus officmm non spedat , 
non ratum est. An act of & judge which does not 
relate to his office, m of no force. 10 Co. 76. 

Factum negantis nuüa probatio. Negative facts 
sre not proof. 

Factum non dicitur quod non perseverat. It 
cannot be called a deed which does not hold out 
or persevere. 3 Co. 96. 

Factum unius alteri nocere non debet. The deed 
of one should not hurt the other. Co. Litt. 132. 

Facultas probationum non est angustanda. The 
faculty or right of oflering proof is not to be nar- 
rowed. 4 Co. Inst. 279. 

Falsa demonsiratio non nocet. A false or mis- 
taken description does not vitiste. 6 T. R. 676; 
see 2 Story’s Rep. 291; 1 Greenl. Ev. § 301. 

Falsa orthographia, wive falsa grammaiica, non 
vitiat conceasionem. F&lse spelting or false gram- 
mar do not vitiate a grant. 9 Co. 48; Shèph. To. 
55. 

Falsus in uno,falsus t» ornnibus. False in one 
thing, false in everything. 1 Somn. 336« 

Fiat justitia ruat codum. Let justice be done, 
though the heavens should fall. 

Felonia impUcalurin quoHbet proditione. Felony 
is included or implied in every treason. 3 Co. 
Inst. 13. 

FestinaHo jusUtue est noverca infortunü. The 
hurrying of justice is the stepmother of roisfor- 
tune. Hob. 97. 

Fiat vroutyfieri mnsuerit, nü temere norandunu 
Let it do done as formerly, let nothing he done 
rashly. Jenk. Cent. 116. 

Fictio est contra veritatem, sed pro veritate ha~ 
betur. Fiction is against tbe trnth, but it is to 
have truth. 

Finis rei attendendna esU The end of a thing is 
to he attended to. 3 Co. Inst. 31 

Fima finem litibua'imponU. The end puts an 
end to litigation. 3 Inst. 78. 

Finis umns diei est prinnpmm. alterins. The 
end of one day is the beginning of another. 2 
Buls. 303. 

Ftrmior et potentior est operatio legis quàm dis- 
positio hominü The disposition of law is firmer 
and more powerful than the will of man. Co. 
Litt. 102. 

Flumina et portus pnblica sunt, ideoque jns 
piscandi ommbus commnne est. Rivers and ports 
are public, therefore the right of fishing there is 
common to all. 

Fcemina ab omnibus officiis civilibus vel pnbHcü 
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tmaim sunt. Women mre ezcloded from all civil 
and pabiic chargea or offices. Dig. 50, 17, 2. 

Forma legalis forma essentialis. Legal form ia 
eeeential form. 10 Co. 100. 

Forma n on observata , infertm admUlaiio actus. 
Wben form ia not obaerved a nullity of the act is 
i&ferred. 12 Co. 7. 

Forstellarius est pauperum depressor , et totius 
ammunitatis et patrue publicus immicm. A fore- 
staller ia an oppressor of the poor, and a pnblic 
eoemy to the 'whole commnnity and the coontry. 
3 Co. Inat. 106. 

Fortior est custodxa legis quam kmmnis. The 
costody of the l&w is stronger than that of man. 
2Roll. R. 325. 

Fartior et potentior est dispositio legis quam 
komüns . The disposition of tne law ia stronger 
and more p»werful than that of xnan. Co. Litt. 
234. 

Fraus est celare fraudem. It is a fraud to con- 
ceal a fraud. 1 Vern. 270. 

Fraus est odiosa et non prasumenda. Fraod is 
odioos and not to be presumed. Cro. Car. 550. 

Frauset dolusnemisdpatrocianaridebent. Fraod 
and deceit ahoold excuse no man. 3 Co 78. 

Frams et jus nunquam cokabitant. Fraud and 
jostice never agree together. Wing. 680. 

Fraus latet ia generalibus . Fraud lies hid in 
general expressions. 

Fraus meretur fraudem. Fraud deserves fraud. 
Plow. 100. This is very doubtful morality. 

Fructus pendentes pars fundi videntur. Hanging 
/ruits make part of the Sand. Dig. 6, 1,44; 2 
Boov. Inst. n. 1578. See Larceny. 

Frudus perceptos villa non esse conatat. Gathered 
frnits do not make & part of the house. Dig. 19, 
1, 17, 1; 2 Boov. Inst n. 1578. 

Frustrà est potentia qtue mmcquam vemt t» 
a dmm. The power which never comes to be ex- 
ercised is vain. 2 Co. 51. 

Frustrà feruniur legis nisi subditis et obedientibus. 
Laws are made to no purpoee unless for thoee 
who are subject and obedient. 7 Cò. 13. 

Frustrà legis auxilium quarit qui tn legem oom- 
wâittit. Vainly does he who offends against the 
law, eeek the nelp of the law. 

Frustrà petis quod stahm alteri reddare cogeris. 
Vainly you ask that which you will immediately 
be compelled to restore to another, Jenk. Cent. 
256. 

Fmstrà probatur quod probatum non relevat . It 
is vain to prove that which if proved would not 
aid tbe matter in question. 

Furiosus absentis loco est. The insane is com- 
pared to the absent. Dig. 50, 17, 24, 1«. 

Furiosus solo furore punitur. A madman ia 
paniahed by his màdness alone.. Co. Litt. 247. 

Furtum non est ubi mUntm habet deientioms per 
iomüum rei. It is not tbeft where the commence- 
ment of the detention arises through the owner of 
tbe thing. 3 Co. Inst. 107. 

-Generale tantum valet «n generaUbus , quantum 
«ngulatre singulis. What is general prevaila or ia 
worth as much among things general, as what is 
particnlar among things particular. 11 Co. 59. 

GeneraU dictum generaiiter est interpretandum. 
A general expression is to be construed generally. 
9 Co. 116. 

Generale nihü certum ònpUcdt. A general ex- 
preeskn implies nothin* certain. 2 Co. 34. 

Vol.IL—I 


GeneraUa sunt praponenda singtdaribus. Gene- 
ral things are to be put hefore particular tbings. 

GeneraUa verba sunt generaHter tntelligenda. 
Generai words are underatood in a general aenae. 

3 Co. Inst. 76. 

GeneraUs clausula uon porrigitur ad ea qucs antea 
specialiter sunt comprehensa. A general clauae 
does not extend to those things which are pre- 
viously provided for specially. 8 Co. 154. 

Hatredem Deus facit , non homo. God and not 

man, makes the heir. 

Haredem est nomen colledivum. Heir is a col- 
lective name. 

Hceris est nomen juris,filius est nomen natura . 
Heir is a term of law, son one of nature. 

Hares est aut fure proprietatis aut jure represe n- 
tatiowis. An heir is either by right of property or 
right of representation. 3 Co. 40. % 

Hares est alter ipae, et fUius est pars patris. An 
beir is another self, and a son is a part of the 
f&ther. 

Hares eat eadem peraona cum antecessore. The 
heir is the same person with the ancestor. Co. 
Litt. 22. 

Hares harreàia mei est mêus hares. The heir of 
my heir is my heir. 

Hceres legitimus est quem nuptia demonstrant. 
He is the l&wfui heir whom the marriage demon- 
strates. 

He who has committed iniquity, shall not b&ve 
equity. Francis 9 M&x., M&x. 2. 

He who will have equity done to him, must do 
equity to the same person. 4 Bouv. Inst. n. 3723. 

Hmrinum catisâ jus constüutum est. Law is 
established for the benefit of man. 

M quod nostrum eat, aine facto nosiro ad alvum 
transferi non potest. What belongs to us c&nnot 
be tr&naferred to another without our consent. 
Dig. 50, 17, 11. But this must be understood 
with this qu&lification, that tbe government may 
take property for public use, paying the owner its 
value. The title to property may also be acquired, 
without the consent of the owner, by a judgment 
of a competent tribunal. 

Id certum est quod certum reddi potest. That is 
certain which may be rendered certain. 1 Bonv. 
Icst. n. 929; 2 Bl. Com. 143; 4 Eent, Com. 462; 

4 Pick. 179. 

Idem agens et patiens esse non potest. One cannot 
be agent and patient, in the same matter. Jenk. 
Cent. 40. 

Idem estfacere , et nolle prohibere cum possis. It 
is tbe same thing to do a thing as not to prohibit it 
when in your power. 3 Co. Inst. 158. 

Idem est no n pr obari et non essej non deficüjus, 
sed probatio. What does not appe&r and what is 
not is the same; it is not the defect of the law, 
but the want of proof. 

Idem est nxhil dicere et tnauflcienier dicere . It ia 
tfae same thing to say nothing and not to say it 
snfficiently. 2 Co. Inst. 178. 

Idem est scire aut scire debet aut potuisse. Tobe 
able to know is the s&me as to know. Tbis maxim 
is applied to the duty of every one to know the 
law. 

Idem non esse et non apparet. It is the same 
thmg not to exist and not to appear. Jenk. Cent. 
207. 

Idem semper cmtecedenti proximo refertur. The 
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nme is always referred to its next antecedent. 
Co. Litt. 385. 

Ideniiias vera colligitur tx muliitudine aignorum. 
True identity is collected from a number of signs. 

Id perftctum est quod ex omnibus suia parHbut 
constat, That is perfect which is complete in all 
its parts. 9 Co. 9. 

Id poasumus quod dejure possumus, We may do 
what u allowed by law. Lane, 116. 

Ignorantia excusatur, non juris std fadi. Igno- 
rance of fact may excuse } but not ignorance of law. 
See Ignorance. 

Ignorantia legis neminem excusat, Ignorance of 
law never excuses. See Ignorance ; 4 Bouv. Inst. 
n. 3828. 

Ignorantia facti excusai , tgnoraniia juri* non ex- 
cusat. Ignorance of facts excuses, ignorance of 
law does not excuse. ] Co. 177; 4 Bouv. Inst n. 
3828. See Ignorance. 

Ignorantia judids est calamiias innocentis. The 
ignorance of the judge is the misfortune of the 
innocent. 2 Co. Inst. 591. 

Ignorantia terminis ignoratur et ars. An tgno> 
rance of terms is to be ignorant of the art. Co. 
Litt. 2. 

Illud quod alias licitum non est necessitas facit 
licitum f et necessüas inducit privilegium quod jure 
prwatur, That which is not otherwue permitted, 
necessity allows, and necessity makes a privilege 
which supersedes the law. 10 Co. 61. j 

Imperitia culpee annumeratur, Ignorance, or 
want of skill, is considered a negligence, for which 
one who professes skill is respoosible. Dig. 50, 
17, 132; 1 Bouv. Inst. n. 1004. 

Impersonalitas non concludit nec ligat, Imper- 
sonality neither concludes nor binds. Co. Litt. 352. 

hnpotentia excusat legem . Impossibility excuses 
the law. Co. Litt. 29. 

Impunitas continuum affectum tribuit delinquenti. 
Impunity offers a continual bait to a delinquent. 
4 Co. 45. 

In aliemativis elecHo est debitoris . In alteroatives 
tbere is an election of the debtor. 

In esdificiis lapis male positus non est removendus, 
A stone badly placed in a building is not to be 
removed. 11 Co. 69. 

/n aquali jure melior est conditio possidentis. 
Wben the parties have equal rights, the condition 
of the possessor is the better. Mitf. Eq. Pl. 215; 
Jer. Eq. Jur. 285; 1 Madd. Ch. Pr. 170; Dig. 50, 
17, 128. Plowd. 296. 

In commodo hac pactio, ne dolus prastetur, rata 
non est. If in a contract for a loan there is inserted 
a clause that the borrower shall not be answerable 
for fraud, such clause is void. Dig. 13, 6,17. 

In conjunctivis oportet utramque partem esse 
veram. In conjunctives each part ought to be 
true. Wing. 13. 

/n consimili casu consimde debet esse remedium. 
In similar cases the remedyshould be similar. 
Hard. 65. 

/n contractibus, benigna; in testameniis , benignior; 
in restüutionibus, benignissima interpretatio facienda 
est. In contracts, the interpretation or construc- 
tion shoald be liberal; io wills, more liberal; in 
restitutions, most liberal. Co. Litt. 112. 

/n conventibus contrahensium voluntatem potvus 
quam verba spectari placuU. In tbe agreements of 
tne contracting parties, the rule is to regard the 
intention rather than the words. Dig. 50, 16, 
819. 


/n criminalibus, probatümes debeni esse luce cla 
riores. In criminal cases, the proofs ought to be 
clearer than the light. 3 Co. Inst. 210. 

/n criminalibus sujfidt generalis malitia inten- 
tionis cum facto paris gradus. In criminal cases a 
general intention is sufficient, when there is an 
act of equal or corresponding- degree. Bacon’s 
Max. Reg. 15. 

/n disjundivis sujficit alteram partem esse veram . 
In disjunctives, it is sufficient if either part be 
trae. Wing. 13. 

/n dubüs magis dignum est accipiendum. In 
doubtful casee the more wortby is to be taken. 
Branch’s Prin. h. t. 

/n dubüs non prasundtur pro testamento. In 
doubtful cases there is no presumption in favor of 
the will. Cro. Car. 51. 

/n dubio hac legis amstrucHo quam verba ostexir 
dunt. In a doubtful case, that is the constraction 
of the law which the words indicate. Br. Pr. h. t. 

/n dubio pars tnelior est sequenda. In doubt, the 
gentler course is to be followed. 

/n dubio, sequendum quod tuHus est. In doubt, 
the safer course is to be adopted. 

/n eo quodplus sit , semper inest et minus. The 
less is included in the greater. 50, 17, 110. 

/n facto quod se habet ad bonum et malum magis 
de bono quam de malo lex intendit . In a deed which 
may be considered good or bad, the law looks 
more to the good than to the bad. Co. Litt. 78. 

In favorabUibus magis attenditur quod prodesl 
quam quod nocet. In things favorecl what does 
good is more regarded than what does harm. Bac. 
Max. in Reg. 12. 

/n JicHone juris, semper subsistit aquitas . In a 
fiction of law, equity always subsists. 11 Co. 51 
/n judicüs minori atati sucuritur. In judicial 
proceedings, infancy is aided or favored. 

Injudicio non creditur msijuratia. In law none 
is credited unless he is sworn. Àll the facts must 
when established, by witnesses, be under oath or 
affirmation. Cro. Car. 64. 

Injure non remota causa, sed proxima spedalur. 
In law the proximate, and not the remote cause, 
is to be looked to. Bacon’s Max. Reg. 1. 

/n majore summA continetur tmnor. In the 
greater sum is contained the less. 5 Co. 115. 

/n maleficio raiihabüio mandato comparatur. He 
who ratifies a bad action is considered as having 
ordered it. Dig. 50, 17, 152, 2. 

/n mercibus illicUis non sü commercium. No 
oommerce sbould be in illicit goods. 3 Kent, 
Com. 262, n. 

/n maxvmâ potentiâ minima licentia. In the 
greater power is included the smaller licenae 
Hob. 159. 

/n obscuris, quod nnimum est, sequüur. In ob- 
scure cases, the milder course ought to be pursued. 
Dig. 50, 17, 9. 

In odium spoliatoru omnia prasumuntur . AU 
things are presumed in odium of a despoiler. 1 
Vem. 19. 

/n omnire nascitur res quaipsamrem extemmat. 
In everything, the thing is born which destroys 
tbe thing itself. 2 Co. Inst. 15. 

/n omnibus contracHbus , sive nominatis svce tnsao- 
minatis, permutatio continetur . ln every contract, 
whether nominate or innominate, there is implied 
a consideration. 

Inommbus quidem , maxvmè tamen injure, aquUas 
spectanda sU . In all afiairs, and principally in those 
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wfaieh concern the administration of justice, the 
ndes of equity ought to be followed. Dig. 50, 17, 
90. 

J» omnUmt obligaHtmbnt, m qutbut dies non 
pomtnr, preuenii <tU debetnr. In all obligations 
wben no time is fized for the payment, the thing 
is due immediately. Dig. 50, 17, 14. 

In prenentia majorie potestatis, minor poteataa 
emat . In the presence of the superior power, the 
minor power ceases. Jenk. Cent. 214. 

In pari causa potsesmr potior haberi debet . When 
two parties have equal rights, the advantage is 
alwmys in favor of the possessor. Dig. 50,17, 128. 

In pari cansa possessor potior est. ln an equal 
case, better is the condition of the possessor. Dig. 
90, 17, 128; Poth. Vente, n. 320; 1 Boov. Inst. n. 
952. 

Jh pari deUdo melior est conditio possidentis. 
When the parties are equally in the wrong, the 
coodition of the poesessor is better. 11 Wheat. 
258 ; 3 Cranch, 244; Cowp. 341; Broom’s Maz. 
325; 4 Bouv. Inst. n. 3724. 

Jh propriâ cuusd nemo judex. No one can be 
judge in his own cauae. 

Ja quo qsds delinquit , in eo dejure est puniendus . 
Io whatevcr thing one offends, in that he is right- 
fully to be punished. Co. Litt. 233. 

J» re propriâ iniquum admodum est alicui licen- 
tiam tribuere sententue. It is eztremely unjust 
that any one should be judge in his own cause. 

Js re dubid tnagis inficiaio quam affirmaüo inteU 
ligenda . In a doubtful matter, the negative is to be 
understood rather tban the affirmative. Godb. 37. 

In republicâ maximè conservanda sunt jura belli. 
Id the state the laws of war are to be greatly pre- 
served. 2 Co. Inst. 58. 

In restitutionem , non ti» panam fueres succedit. 
The beir succeeds to the restitution not the penalty. 
2 Co. Inst. 198. 

Ja restUutiombus bemgmssima interpretatio fa- 
cienda est. The most favorable construction is 
made in rcstitutions. Co. Litt 112. 

In suo quisque negotio hebetior est quarn in alieno. 
Every one is more dull in his own business than 
in tbat of anotber. Co. Litt. 377. 

In toto et pars amtinetur. A part is included in 
tbe whole. Dig. 50, 17,113. 

In traditiombus scriptorum non quod dicium est, 
sed quod gestum est , inspicitur. In the delivery of 
writing, not wbat is said, but what is done ia to 
be considered. 9 Co. 137. 

Incerta pro nulHus habentur. Things uncertain 
are beld for notlnng. Dav. 33 

Incerta quantitas vitiat actum. An nncertain 
quantity vitiates tbe act. 1 Roll. R. 465. 

In cbsile est nisi tota sententia inspectu , de aHqua 
parte judicare. It is improper to pass an opinion 
on any part of a sentence, without ezamining tbe 
whole. Hob. 171. 

Inclusio unius est exclusio alterius. The inclnsion 
of ooe is the ezcluslon of another. 11 Co. 58. 

Incommodum non solvit argumentum. An in- 
eonvenience does not solve an argument. 

Indefimtnm aquipolet mntcersatt. The nndefined 
is equivalent to the whole. 1 Ventr. 368. 

Indefinitum supplet locum umversalis. The unde- 
fined supplies tbe piace of the whole Br. Pr. h. t. 

Hdependenter se habet assecuratio a viaggio navis. 
The voyage insured is an independent or distinct 
thing frbm the voyage of the shin. 3 Kent, Coln. 
318, n. 


Index ammi sermo, Speech is the indez of the 
mind. 

Inesse potest donatiom, modus, condttio sive causa; 
ut modus est; si condttio ; quia causa. In a gift 
there may be manner, condition and cause; as, 
(«/), introduces a manner; if, («'), a condition; 
because, (quia), a cause. Dy. 138. 

bffimtum in jure reprobatur. That which is 
infinite or endless is reprehensible in iaw. 9 Co. 
45. 

Imquum est alios permittere, attos inhibere mer- 
caturam. It is inequitable to permit some to 
trade, and to prohibit otbers. 8 Co. Inst. 181. 

Imquum est aliquem rei sui essejudicem . It is 
against equity for any one to be judge in hia own 
cause. 12 Co. 13. 

Iniquum est ingenuis hominibus non esse ttberam 
rerum suarum alienationem. It is against equity 
to deprive frecmen of the free disposal of their 
own property. Co. Litt. 223. Sce 1 Bouv. Inst. 
n. 455*, 460. 

Injuria non preesumttur. A wrong is not pre- 
■umed. Co. Litt. 232. 

Injuria propria non cadet in bensficium facientis. 
One J s own wrong shall not henefit the person 
doing it. 

Injuriafit ei cui convidum dictum est , vel de eo 
factum carme » famosum. It is a slander of him of 
whom a reproachful thing is said, or concerning 
whom an infamous song is made. 9 Co. 60. 

Intentio cxca, mala . A hidden intention is bad. 
2 Buls. 179. 

Intentio inservire debet legibua, non leges inten- 
tiom. Intentions ought to be subservient to the 
laws, not the laws to intentions. Co. Litt. 314. 

Intentio mea impowtt nomen operi meo. My in- 
tent gives a name to my act. Hob. 123. 

Interest reipubttca ne maleflcia remaneant im- 
punita. It concerns the commonwealtli that crimes 
do not remain unpunished. Jenk. Cent. 30, 31. 

Interest reipubttcm res judicatas non rtsdndi. It 
concerns the commonwealth that things adjudged 
be not rescinded. Vide Resjudicata. 

Interest reipublica quod homines conserventur. It 
concerns the commonwealth that we be preserved. 
12 Co. 62. 

Interest rehmUicm ut quattbet re sud bene utatur . 
It concerns the commonwealth that every one use 
bis property properly. 6 Co. 37. 

Interest rnpubttcm ut carctres sistt in tuto. It 
concerns tbe commonwealth that prisons be se- 
cure. 2 Co. Inst. 589. 

Interest reipublica suprema homimm testamenta 
rata haberi. It concerns the commonwealth tbat 
men’s last wills be sustained. Co. Litt. 236. 

Interest reipubttca ut siiftms litium. Itconcerns 
the commonwealth that there be an end of law 
suits. Co. Litt. 303. 

Interpretare et concordare leges legibus est optt- 
mus tnterpretandi modus . To interpret and recon- 
cile laws so that they harmonize is the best mode 
of constraction. 8 Co. 169. 

Interpretatto fienda estutres magis valeat quam 
pereat . That constraction is to be made so that 
the subject may have an effect rather than none. 
Jenk. Cent 198. 

Interpretatio tatis m ambiguis semper fienda, ftt 
evttetur inconveniens et absurdmm. In ambiguona 
tbings, such a construction is to be made, that 
whst ia inconvenient and absurd is to be avoided. 
4 Co. Inst. 328 
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hUerruptio multipUx uon tollit prencripHonem 
temel obtentam. Repeated interruption do not 
defeat a prescription once obtained. 2 Co. Inst. 
654. 

Inutüis labory et sine fruetu , non est effedns 
legts. Useless labor and without fruit, is not the 
effect of law. Co. Lit. 127. 

htvito bewficium non daiur. No one is obliged 
to accept a benefit against his consent. Dig. 50, 
17, 69. But if he does not dissent he will be con- 
sidered as assenting. Vide Jssent. 

Ipm legis cupiunt ut jure regantur. The laws 
themselves reqnire that they should be governed 
by right. Co. Litt. 174. 

Judex ante occulos cequitatem semper habere debet. 
À judge ought always to have equity before his 
eyes. Jenk. Cent. 58. 

Judex aquitatem semper spedare debet. À judge 
ought always to regard equity. Jenk. Cent. 45. 

Judex bonus nihil ex arbitrio suo fadat, nec pro- 
positione domestiae voluntatis> sed juxta legis et jura 
pronunciet . A good judge should do nothiog from 
his own iudgment, or from tbe dictates of his pri- 
vate wishe8; but he should pronounce according 
to law and iustice. 7 Co. 27. 

Judex debet judicare secundum allegata et pro- 
bata. The judge ought to decide according to the 
allegation and tne proof. 

Judez est lex loquens. The judge is the speak- 
ing law. 7 Co. 4. 

Judex non potest esse testis in propriâ causd. A 
jndge cannot be a witness in his own cause. 4 Co. 
Inst. 279. 

Jndex non potest injuriam sibi datum punire. A 
judge cannot punish a wrong done to himself. 12 
Co. 113. 

Judex damnatur cum nocens absolvüur. The 
judge is condemned when the guilty are acquitted. 

Judex non reddat plus quam quod petens ipse 
requirat. The judge does demand more than the 
plaintiff demands. 2 Inst. 286. 

Judici offieium suum excedenti non paretur. To 
a judge Who exceeds his ofiice or jurisdiction no 
obedience is due. Jenk. Cent. 139. 

Judici satis pcena est quod Deum habet ultorem. 
It is punUbment enough for a judge that he is re- 
sponsible to God. 1 Leon. 295. 

Judicia in deliberationibus crebro maturescunt, tn 
acceUrato procesm nunquam. Judgments fre- 
quently become maturea by deliberation, never 
by hurried process. 3 Co. Inst. 210. 

Judicia posteriora mnt in lege fortiora. The lat- 
ter decisions are stronger in law. 8 Co. 97. 

Judicia mnt tanquam juris dicta, et pro veritate 
accipiuntur. Judgments are, as it were, the dicta 
or sayings ot the law, and are received as truth. 

2 Co. Inst. 573. 

Judiciis posterioribus fides est adhtbenda. Faithor 
credit is to be given to the last decisions. 13 Co. 
14. 

Judicis est in pronnntiando sequi regnlam, excep- 
tione non probatd. The judge in his decision ought 
to follow the rule, when the exception is not made 
apparent. 

Judicis est judicare secundum allegata et probata. 
À judge ougnt to decide according to the allega- 
tions and proofs. Dyer, 12. 

Judicium à nonsuojudice datum nulHus ut mo- i 
menti. A judgment given by an improper judge ! 
is of no moment. 11 Co. 76. 


Judiàum non debet esse ülusorium , suum effectum 
habere debet. A judgment ought not to be iUusory, 
it ought to bave its consequence. 2 Inst. 341. 

Judicium rsddüur t» invüum, in prpsumptione 
Ugis. In presumption of law, a judgment is given 
against inclination. Co. Litt. 248. 

Judicium semper pro verüate accipüur. A jndg- 
ment is always taken for truth. 2 Co. Inst. 380. 

Jura sanguinU nullo jure cwiti dirimi posmnt . 
The right of blood and kmdred cannot be destroyed 
by any civil law. Dig. 50, 17, 9; Bacon’s Max. 
Reg. 11. 

Jura naturm sunt immutabitia. The laws of 
nature are unchangeable. 

Jura todem modo destruuntur quo constituuntur. 
Laws are abrogated or repe&led by the same means 
by which they are made. 

Juramentum est indivisibÜe, et non est admüten - 
dnm in parte verum et t» paarte falsam. An oath is 
indivisible, it c&nnot be in part trne and in part 
false. 

Jurato credüur injudicio . He who makes oath 
is to be believed in Jndgment. 

Jurare est Deum in testum vocare, et est acteu 
dmm cultus. To swe&r is to call God to witnese, 
and is an act of religion. 3 Co. Inst. 165. Vide 
3 Bouv. Inst. n. 3180, note; lBenth. Rat. of Jud. 
Ev. 376, 371, note. 

Juratores mnt judices facti. Jnries are the judgee 
of the facts. Jenk. Cent. 58. 

Juris effedus in executione consietÜ. The effect 
of a law consists in the execntion. Co. Litt. 289. 

Jus accrescendi inter mercatores locum non habet , 
pro beneficio comrnerdi. The right of survivorship 
does not exist among merchants for the benefit of 
commerce. Co. Litt. 182; 1 Bouv. Inst. n. 682. 

Jus accresctndi prafertur oneribus. The right 
of survivorship is preferred to incumbrances. Co. 
Litt. 185. 

Jus accrescendi prmfertwr uUtmm voluntati. The 
right of turvivorship is preferred to a last will. 
Co. Litt. 1856. 

Jus descendü et non terra. A right descends, not 
the land. Co. Litt. 345. 

Jus est ars boni et aquü Law is the science of 
what is good and evil. Dig. 1,1, 1, l. 

Jus et fraudem numquam cohabüant. Right and 
fraud never go together. 

Jus ex injuria non oritur. A right cannot arise 
from a wrong. 4 Bing. 639. 

Jus publicum privaiomm pactis mutari nonpotest . 
A public right cannot be changed by private agree- 
ment. 

Jus respicü aquüatem. Law regaros equity. 
Co Litt. 24. 

Jus mpervemens auctori accressü mccesson. A 
right growing to a possessor accrues to a succeisor. 

Justicia est virtus excellens et Mtissimo compla- 
cens. Justice is an excellent virtue and pleasing 
to the Most High. 4 Inst. 58. 

Justitia nemtne negauda est. Justice is not to 
be denied. Jenk. Cent. 178. 

Justitia non est neganda , non differenda. Justice 
is not to be denied nor delayed. Jenk. Cent. 93. 

Justüia non novÜ patrem nec matrem, solum veri - 
tatem spectat justitia. Justice knoWB neither father 
nor mother, justice looks to truth alone. 1 Bula. 
199. , 

La conscience est la plus changeante des rtgUs. 
Conscience is the most changeable of rules. 
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Lata cirtpa dolo aquiparaiur. Grosi negligence 
is eqoal to fraud. 

Le comtrat fctii la loi. The contract maket the 
law. 

Legaios violart eonira jus gentium eit. It ii 
CQDtnry to the law of nationa to violate the rights 
of ambasaaâori. 

Legatum mortc testaioris tantum confirmatur, 
dart donatio inter vivös traditione solâ. A legacy 
is confirmed by the death of the testator, in the 
same manner as a gilt from a living person is by 
delivery alone. Dyer, 143. 

Leges posteriores priores eontrarias abrogant. 
Sobseqnent lawa repeal those before enacted to 
the contrary. 2 Rol. R. 410; 11 Co. 626, 630. 

Leges hsunana nascuntur , vivunt ei moriuntur. 
Haman laws are born, Hve and die. 7 Co. 25. 

Leges nou verbis sed rebus sunt impositce. Laws, 
not words, are imposed on things. 10 Co. 101. 

Legübus sumptis disinentibus 9 lege naturce uten- 
dvm est. When laws imposed by the state fail, 
we most act by the kw of nature. 2 Roll. R. 298. 

Legis constructio non facit injuriam. The con- 
struction of law does no wrong. Co. Litt. 183. 

Legisfigendi et refigendi consuetudo periculosissi - 
ma est. The custom of firing and refixing (making 
and annulling) kws is most dangerous 4 Co. Ad. 
Lect. 

Legis interprdatio legis vim obtinet . The con* 
strnction of law obtains the force of law. 

Legislatorum est vwa vox y rebus et non verbis , 
kgem tmponrre. The voice of legisktors is a liv- 
iag voice, to impose kws on things and not on 
words. 10 Co. 101. 

Legis miwuter non tenetur , in executione officii sui 
fugtre aut retrocedere. Tbe minister of the law is 
not bound, in the execution of his office, neither to 
fly nor retreat. 6 Co. 68. 

Legitime imperanti parere necesse est. One who 
ccmmands lawfully must be obeyed. Jenk. Cent. 
120 . 

Les fictvms naissent àe la loi y et non la loi des 
firtums . Fictions arise from the law, and not iaw 
from fictions. 

j Lex atiquando sequitur mquitatem. The kw 
sometimes follows equity. 3 Wik. 119. 

Lex mqnitate gaudet; appetit perfectum; est nor- 
ma rerti. Tbe kw delignts in equity; it covets 
perfection; it is a rule of right. Jenk. Cent. 36. 

Lez beneftciaHs rei consimili remedium prastat. 
A beoeficial kw afforda a remedy in a similar 
ease. 2 Co. Inst. 689. 

Lex ciiius tolerare vult privatum damnum quam 
pMicum malum. The law would rather tolerate 
a private wrong than a public evil. Co. Litt. 152. 

Lex de futuro , judex de prceterito. The law pro- 
videa for the fature, the judge for the psst. 

Lex deficere non poiest injustitiâ exhibendâ. The 
kw ought not to fail in dispensing justice. Co. 
Litt. 197. 

Lex dHationes semper exlwrret. The kw always 
abhors deky. 2 Co. Inst. 240. 

Lex est ab cüemo. The law is from everlasting. 

Lex est dictamen rationis. Law is the dictate of 
reason. Jenk. Cent. 117. 

Lex est norma recti. Law is a rule of right. 

Lex est ratio summa , quct jubet qua sunt utüia 
et necessaria, et contraria prohibet. Law is the 
perfection of reason, which commands wbat is 
uaeful and necessary and forbids the contrary. Co. 
Litt. 319. 


Lex est sanctio sancta,jubens honesta , et prohibens 
contraria . Law is a sacred sanction, commanding 
what is right and prohibiting the contrary. 2 Cc. 
Inst. 587. 

Lex favet doti. The law favors dower. 

Lex fingit ubi mrtmstü cequitas. Law feigns 
where equity subsists. 11 Co 90. 

Lex intendit vicinum vicini farta scire. The 
law presumes that one neighbor knows the actions 
of another. Co. Litt. 78. 

Lex judicat de rebus necessario faciendis quashre 
vpsafartis . The law judges of things which must 
necessarily be done, as if actoally done. 

Lex necessitatis est lex temporis , i. e. instamiis. 
The law of necessity is the law of time, that is, 
time present. Hob. 159. 

Lex neminem cogit ad vana seu inmtüia peragenda. 
The law forces no one to do vain or useless things. 

Lex nemun facit injuriam. The kw does wrong 
to no one. 

Lex nemini operatur %niquvm, nemmi facit in- 
jvriam. The law never works an injury, or does 
him a wrong. Jenk. Cent. 22. 

Lex nü facit fmstra, niljubet frustra. The law 
does noth&ng' and commands nothing in vain. 3 
Buls. 279; Jenk. Cent. 17. 

Lex non cogit impossibüia. The law requires 
nothing impossible. Co. Litt. 231, b; 1 Bouv. 
Inst. n. 951. 

Lex non curat de minmds. The kw does not 
regard small mattera. Hob. 88. 

Lex non cogU ad impossibilia. The law forces 
not to impossibilities. Hob. 96. 

Lex non prcecipit inuiilia, quia inutilis labor 
stultus. The law commands nM useleiB tbings, 
because useless kbor is foolisb. Co. Litt. 197. 

Lex non deficü in justitia exibenda. Tbe kw 
does not fail m showing justice. 

Lex non intendit aliquid ünpossibüe. The law 
intends not anything impossible. 12 Co. 89. 

Lex non requirit verificare quod apparet curice. 
The kw does not require tbat to be proved, which 
is apparent to the court. 9 Co 54. 

Lex plus laudatur quando ratione probatur. The 
law is the more praised when it is consonant to 
reason. 

Lex prospicit , non reapicit. The law looks for- 
ward, not backward. 

Lex punit mendacium. The kw punishes false- 
hood. 

Lex rejicü superflua , pugnantia } incongrua. Tbe 
law rejects superfluous, contradictory and incon- 
gruous things. 

Lex reprobat tnoram. The kw dislikes delay. 

Lex semper dabit remedium. Tbe law always 
gives a remedy. 3 Bouv. Inst. n. 2411. 

Lex spectat naiurct ordinem. The kw regards 
the order of nature. Co. Litt. 197. 

Lex succurit tgnoranti. The kws succor the 
ignorant. 

Lex semper intendü auod cotwenÜ ratione. The 
law always intends wnat is agreeable to reaaon. 
Co. Litt. 78. 

Lex uno ore omnes aUoquüur. The kw speaks 
to all with one mouth. 2 Inst. 184. 

Liberias inastimainlis res est. Liberty is an 
inestimable good. Dig. 50, 17, 106. 

Liberum corpus astimaiionem non rtcipii. The 
body of a freeman does not admit of valuation. 

Licet disposüio de interesse futuro sü tnutilis , 
tamen potestfieri declaraiio pratcedcns qua fortiatur 
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effectum interveuUnte novo aciu. Although the 

n t of a future interest be inoperative, yet a 
iration precedent may be made, which may 
take effect, provided a new act intervene. Bacon’s 
Max. Reg. 14. 

Licita bcne miscerdur, formula nisi juris obstet. 
Things permitted ahould be well contrived, lest 
the form of the law oppoae. Bacon’s Max. Reg. 
24. 

Linea recta semper prafertur transoersali. Tbe 
riaht line is always preferred to tbe collateral. 
Co. Litt. 10. 

Locus contractus regit acium. The place of the 
contract governs the act. 

Longa possessio est pacis jus. Long possession 
is the law of peace. Co. Litt. 6. 

Longa possessio parit jus possidendi , et tollit ao 
tionem vero domino. Long possession produces the 
right of possession, and takes away from the true 
owner his action. Co. Litt. 110. 

Longum tempus , et longus usus qui excedit memo 
ria hominum , sufficü pro jure. Long time and long 
use, beyond the memory of man, suffices for right. 
Co. Litt. 115. 

Loquendum ut vulgus , seniiendum ut doctü We 
speak as the common people, we must think as 
the learned. 7 Co. 11. 

Magister rerum usus; magistra rerum experientia. 
Ü8e is the master of tbings; experience is the 
mistress of things. Co. Litt. 69, 229. 

Magna negligentia culpa est f magna culpa dolus 
est. Gross negligence is a fault, gross fault is a 
fraud. Dig. 50, 16, 226. 

Magna culpa dolus est. Great neglect is equiva- 
lent to fraud. Dig. 50, 16, 226; 2 Spears, R. 256; 
1 Bouv. Inst. n. 646. 

Maihemium est inter crimina majora mimmum , 
et inter minora maximum. Mayhem is the least 
of great crimes, and the greatest of small. Co. 
Litt. 127. 

Mahemium est homicidium inchoatum . Mayhem 
is incipient homicide. 3 Inst. 118. 

Major tueriditas venit unicuique nosirum à jure 
st legüms quam à parcntibus. A grcater inheritance 
comcs to every one of us from rigbt and the laws 
than from parents. 2 Co. Inst. 56. 

Major numerus in se coniinet mtnorem. Thc 
greater number contains in itself the less. 

Majore poenâ affectus quam legibus statuta est , 
non est infamis. t)ne affected with a greater pun- 
ishment than is provided by law, is not infamous. 
4 Co. Inst. 66. 

Majori coniinet in se minus. The greater includes 
the less. 19 Vin. Abr. 379. 

Majus dignum trahit in se minus dignum. The 
more worthv or tho greater draws to it the less 
worthy or the lesser. 5 Vin. Abr. 584, 586. 

Majus est delictum setpsum occidare ouam alrum. 
It is a gfeater crime to kill one’s self than another. 

Mala grammatica non vitiat chartam; sed in ex- 
posüione instrumeniorum mala grammatica quoad 
fieri posssü evüanda est. Bad grammar does not 
vitiate a deed; but in the construction of instru- 
roents, had grammar, as far as it can be done, is to 
be avoided. 6 Co. 39. 

Maledicta est exposüio qua corrumpü textum. It 
is a bad construction which«corrupts the text. 4 
Co. 35. 

Maleficia non debent remanere impunüa , et im - 
punüas continuum affeclum tribuü delinquenti. 


Evil deeds ought not to remain unpunished, for 
impunity affords continual excitement to the de - 
linquent. 4 Co. 45. 

Matificia proposüus duiinguuntur. Evil deeds 
are distinguisbed from evil purposes. Jenk. Cent. 
290. 

Malüia est acida, est mali anrni affedus. Malice 
is sour, it is the quality of a bad mind. 2 Buls. 49. 

Malüia supplet atatem. Malice supplies age. 
Dyer, 104. See Malice. 

Malum hominum est obviandum . The malice of 
men is to be avoided. 4 Co. 15. 

Malum non prasumüur. Evil is not presumed. 
4 Co. 72. 

Malum quo comrnunius eo pejus. The more com- 
mon the evil, the worse. 

Malus usus est abolendus. An evil custom is to 
be aholiahed. Co. Litt. 141. 

Mandata licüa reciptunt strictam ntcrpretatio- 
nem, sed illicÜa latam et extensam. Lawlul com- 
mands receive a strict interpretation, but unlaw- 
ful, a wide or broad construction. Bacon’s M&x. 
Reg. 16. 

Mandatarius terminos sibi positos transgredi non 
potest. A mandatary cannot exceed the hounds 
of his authority. Jenk. Cent. 53. 

Mandatum nisi gratuüum nullum est. Unless a 
mandate is gratuitous it is not a mandate. Dig/ 
17, 1, 4; Inst. 3, 27; 1 Bouvc Inst. n. 1070. 

Manifesta probatiom non indigent. Manifest 
things require no proof. 7 Co. 40 

Maris et famince conjunctio est de jure naiurx. 
The union of husband and wife is founded on the 
law of nature. 7 Co. 13. 

Matrimoma debent esse Ubera . Marriages ought 
to be free. 

Matrimonium subsequens tollü peccatum prx~ 
cedens . A subsequent marriage cures preceding 
criminality. 

Maxime ita dicta quia maxima ejus dignüas et 
certissima auctorüas , atque quod maximi omnibus 
probetur. A maxim is so called because its dignity 
is chiefest, and its authority the most certain, and 
because universally approved by all. Co. Litt. 11. 

Maximè paci sunt contraria , vis et iitjurüt. The 
greatest enemies to peace are force and wrong. 
Co. Litt. 161. 

Melior est justitia vere pravemens quam severe 
pumens. That justice which justly prevents a 
crime, is better than that which beverely pun- 
ishes it. 

Melior est condüio possidentis et ret quam acêons . 
Better is the condition of the possessor and that 
of the defendant than that of the plaintiff. 4 Co. 
Inst. 180. 

Melior est causa possidentis. The canse of tha 
possessor is preferahle. Dig. 50, 17, 126, 2. 

Mclior est condxtio possidentis , ubi neuter jus 
habet. Better is the condition of the possessor, 
where neither of the two has a right. Jenk. Cent. 
118. 

Meliorem condÜionem suum facere potest imnor , 
deteriorem nequaquarh. A minor can improve or 
make his condition better, but never worse. Co. 
Litt. 337. 

Melius est omma mala pati quam malo concentire. 
It is better to suffer every wrong or ill, than to 
consent to it. 3 Co. Inst. 23. 

Melius est recurrere quam malo currere. It ia 
better to recede than to proceed in evil. 4 Inst. 176. 

Melius est in tempore occurrere , quampost causam 
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vulneratum rmmdkan quarere, It is better to 
reetnia or meet a thing in time, than to seek a 
remedy after a wrong has been inflicted. 2 Inst. 
229. 

Men» tutatoris v» lestamenti» spectanda est. In 
wills, the intention of the testator is to be regarded. 
Jenk. Cent. 277. 

Menttri est contra meniem ire. To lie is to go 
against the mind. 8 Buls. 260. 

Mtrx est quidquid vendi poiest . Merchandise is 
whatever can be sold. 3 Mctc. 366. Vide Mer- 
dmutise. 

Mercis appellutw ad res mobües tantum pertinet. 
The term merchandise belongs to movable things 
only. Dig. 50, 16, 66. 

Mvnma pana eorporaUs est major quaUbet pecu - 
nittriâ. The smallest bodily punisbment is greater 
than any pecuniary one. 2 Inst. 220. 

Mimimi mutanda sunt qmm certam habuereni in- 
terpntationem. Things which have had a certain 
interpretation are to be altered as little as possible. 
Co. Litt. 365. 

Mènor ante tempus agere non potest in casu pro- 
prutaiis , nec etiam convenire. A minor before 
majority cannot act in a case of property, nor 
even agree. 2 Inst. 291. 

Minor minorem custodire non debet , alios enim 
pncsumüur male regere qui seipsum regere nescii. 
A minor ought not to be guardian of a minor, for 
he is unfit to govern others who does not know 
how to govern himself. Co. Litt. 88. 

Misera est servitus , ubi jus est vagum aut incer - 
tum. It is a miserable slavery where the law is 
vague or uncertain. 4 Co. Inst. 246. 

Mitius imperanti melius paretur. Tbe more 
mildly one commands the better is he obeyed. 3 
Co. Inst. 24. 

Mobtiia personam sequuniur, immbbilia situm. 
Movable things follow the person, immovable 
their locality. 

Modica circumstantia facti jus mutat. The 
smallest circumstance may change the law. 

Modns et conventio vincunt legem. Manner and 
agreement overrule the law. 2 Co. 73. 

Modus legem dat donationi . The manner gives 
Uw to a gift. Co. Litt. 19 a. 

Moneta est jusium medium et mensura rerum 
commutabilium , nam per medium maneta ftt om- 
nium rerum conveniens, et justa astimatio. Money 
is the just medium and measureof all commutable 
things, for, by the medium of money, a convenient 
and just estimation of all things is made. Dav. 18. 
See 1 Bouv. Inst. n. 922. 

Mora reprobatur in lege. Delay is disapproved 
of in law. 

Mors diciiur uUimum supplicium . De&th is de- 
nominated the extreme penalty. 3 Inst. 212. 

Mors ornnia solvit. Death dissolves all things. 

Moriuus cxitus non est exitus . To be dead born 
is not to be horn. Co. Litt. 29. Scc 2 Paige, 35; 
Domat, liv. prêl. t. 2, s. 1, n. 4, 6j 2 Bouv. Inst. 
n. 1721 and 1935. 

MuUa conceduntur per obliquum qua non con- 
ceduntur de directo. Manv tbings are conceded 
indirectly which are not allowed directly. 6 Co. 
47. 

MuUa in jure communi contra rationem dispu- 
taudi pro communi utilüate introducta sunt. Many 
things bave been introduced into the common law t 
with a view to the public good wbich are incon- 
sistent with sound reason., Co. Litt. 70; Broom’s 


Max. 67; 2 Co. R. 75. See 3 T. R. 146; 7 T. R. 
252 . # . 

MuUa multo exercüatione facilius quam regulis 9 
perdpies. You will perceive mony things more 
easily by practice than by rules. 4 Co. Inst. 
50. 

MuUa non vetat lex, quet tamen tacüè damnavÜ. 
The law forbids many things, which yet it has 
silently condemned. 

MuÜa transeunt cum umversüaie qua non per se 
transeunt. Many ihings pass as a whole which 
would not pass separately 

Mulii muÜa, non omnia novit. Many men know 
many things, no one knows everything. 4 Co. 
Inst. 348. 

Multiplex et indistincium pant confusionem ; et 
questiones quo simpliciores, eo lucidiores. Multi- 
plicity and indistinctness produce confusiou; the 
more simple questions are the more lucid. Hob. 
335. 

MuÜiplicatâ iransgressione crescat pance injüctio . 
The increase of punishment should be in propor- 
tion to the increase of crime. 2 Co. Inst. 479. 

Muliüudo errantium non parü errori patrodmum. 
The multitude of tbose who err is no excuse for 
error. 11 Co. 75. 

Multüudo imperitorum perdit curiam. A multi- 
tude of ignorant practitioners destroys a court. 
2 Co. Inst. 219. 

Natura appetü perfectum , Üa et lex. Nature 
aspires to perfection } and so does the law. Hob. 
144. 

Naiura non facü saltum f Üa nec lex. Nature 
makes no leap, nor does the law. Co. Litt. 238. 

Naiura non fadt vaouum , nec lex supervacuvm. 
Nature makes no vacuum, the law no super- 
vacuum. Co. Litt. 79. 

Naiura vis maxvma , nalura bis maxima. The 
force of nature is greatest; nature is doubly great. 

2 Co. Inst. 564. 

Necessarium est quod non potest alüer se habere. 
That is necessity which cannot be dispensed with. 

Necessüas est lex temporis et lod . Necessity is 
the law of a particular time and place. 8 Co 69; 
H. H. P. C. 54. 

Necessitas excusai aut extenuai delidum in capi- 
talibus , quod non operaiur idem in dvilibus. Neces- 
sity excuses or extenuates delinquency in capital 
cases, but not in civil. Vide Necessity. 

Necessüas fadt lidlum quod alias non est lidtum. 
Neeessity màkes that lawful which otherwise is 
unlawful. 10 Co. 61. 

Necessüas inducü privilegium quoad jura privata . 
Necessity gives a preference with regard to private 
rights. Bacon’s Max. Reg. 5. 

Necessitas non habet legcm . Necessity has no 
law. Plowd. 18. See Necessity, and 15 Vin. Ab. 
534; 22 Vin. Ab. 540. 

Necessitas publica major est quam privaia. Pub* 
lic necessity is greater than private. Bacon’s 
Max. in Reg. 5. 

NecessÜas quod cogit , defendU. Necessity defends 
what it compels. H. H. P. C. 54. 

NecessÜas vincÜ legem. Necessity overcomes 
the law. Hob. 144. 

Negaiio conclusionis est error in lege. The nega- 
| tive of a conclusion is error in law. Wing. 268. 

| Negaiio destruit negationem, et ambx fadunt af 
firmatwum. A negative destroys a nogative, and 
both make an affirmative. Co. Litt. 146. 
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Negaiio duplex est affirmaiio. A double negative 
18 an affirmative. 

NegligerUia temper habet infortuniam comitem. 
Negligence haa miai'ortune for a companion. Co. 
Litt. 246. 

Ncminem oportet esse sapientiorem legibus. No 
mau ought to be wiaer than the law. Co. Litt. 97. 

Nemo admittendus est inhabilitart seipsum. No 
one ia allowed to incapacitate himaeif. Jenk. 
Cent. 40. Sed vide To stultify , and 5 Whart. 
371. j 

Nemo agU in seipsum. No man acti against j 
himself; Jenk. Cent. 40; therefore no man can be 
a judge in his own cause. 

Nemo aUegans suam turpüudinem, audieudut est. 
No one alleging his own turpitude is to be heard 
as a witness. 4 Inst. 279. 

Nemo bis pumtur pro eodem delido. No one can 
be punished twice for the same crime or misde- 
meanor. See Non bis in idem. 

Nemo cogitur rem suam vendere , etiam justo 
pretio. No one is bound to sell bis property, even 
for a just price. Sed vide Eminent Domain. 

Nemo contra factum suum venire potest. No man 
can contradict his own deed. 2 Inst. 66. 

Nemo damnum facit , nisi qui id fecit quod facere 
jus non habet. No one is considered as committing 
damages, unless he is doing what he has no right 
to do. Dig. 50, 17, 151. 

Nemo dat qui non habet. No one can give who 
does not poesese. Jenk. Cent. 250. 

Nemo de domo sua extrahi debet. A citizen can- 
not be taken by force from his house to be con* 
ducted before a judge or to prison. Dig. 50, 17, 
103. This maxim in favor of Roman liberty is 
much the same as that eoery man’s house is kis 
castle. 

Nemo debet bis puniri pro uno delicto. No one 
ought to be punished twice for the same offence 
4 Co. 43. 

Nemo debet esse judex in proprid causâ . No one 
■hould be judge in his own cause. 12 Co. 113. 

Nemo debet ex alienâ jadurâ lucrari. No one 
ought to gain by another'e loss. 

Nemo debet immiscere se rei alienee ad se nihil 
pertinenti. No one should interfere in what no way 
concerns him. 

Nemo debet rem suam sine facto aut defedu suo 
amittere. No one should lose his property witbout 
his act or negligence. Co. Litt. 263. 

Nemo est hasres vwentes. No one is an heir to 
the living. 2 BI. Com. 107; 1 Vin. Ab. 104, tit. 
Abeyance; Merl. Rep. verbo Abeyance; Co. 
Litt. 342; 2 Bouv. Inst. n. 1694, 1832. 

Nemo ex sm delicto meliorem suam conditionem 
facert potest. No one can improve his condition 
by a crime. Dig. 50, 17, 137. 

Nemo ex aÜerius fado prcegravari debet. No 
man ought to be burdened in consequence of 
another’* act. 

Nemo ex cünsüio obligatur. No man is bound 
for the advice he glves. 

Nemo in propria causa testis esse debet. No one 
can be a witnese in his own cause. But to thii 
rule there are many exceptions. 

Ntmo inauditus condemnari debet, si non sit con- 
tumax. No man ought to be condemned unheard, 
unlees he be contumacious. 

Nemo nascitur artifex. No one is bom an artist. 
Co. Litt. 97. 

Nemo patriam tn qua uatus est txuere, nec Hge• 


antue debüum tjurare possi i. No man ean renounce 
the country in which he wae born, nor abjure the 
obligation of hk allegiance. Co. Litt 129. Sed 
vide JdUegiancti Expatriation; Naturalizaiion. 

Nemo pluajuris ad alienum transfere potest , quàm 
tpse habent. One cannot transfer to another a right 
which he has not. Dig. 50, 17, 54; 10 Pet. 161, 
175. 

Nemo prcesens nisi intelligai. One is not preeent 
unless he understands. See Prtsence. 

Nemo potest contra recordum verificare per pa- 
triam. No one can verify by the country againet 
a record. The issue upon a record cannot be tried 
by a jury. 

Nemo potest esse ienens et dotmmms. No man can 
be at the same time tenant and landlord of the 
same tenement, 

Nemo potest facere per alium quod per se nou 
potest. No one can do that by another which he 
cannot do by himself. 

Nemo potest sibi debere. No one can owe to 
himself. See Confusion of rights. 

Nemo prceaumUur alienam posteriiaiem suce prct - 
iuliase. No one is presumea to have preferred 
another’s posterity to his own. 

Nemo prcesumitur donare. No one is preaumed 
to give. 

Nemo prcesumitur esse xmmemor suct cetemce 
salutis , et maximè tn articulo mortis. No man ie 
presumed to be forgetful of his eternal welfare, 
and particularly at the point of death. 6 Co. 76. 

Nemo prcesumitur malus. No one is presumed 
to be bad. 

Nemo prammüur Utdere in extremis. No one 
is presumed to trifle at the point of death. 

N&no prohibetur plures negotiationes swe arU» 
exercere. No one is restrained from exercising 
several kinds of business or arts. 11 Co. 54. 

Nemo prohibetur pluribus defensionibus utü No 
one is restrained from using several defences. Co. 
Litt. 304. 

Nemo prudens punit ut prceterüa revocentur, sed 
ut futura prceveniantur. No wise one punisbee 
that things done may be revoked, but that future 
wrongs may be prevented. 3 Buls. 173. 

Nemo punitur pro alieno delido. No one is to 
be punished for tfee crime or wrong of another. 

Nemo punitur sine injurid,fado , seu defalto. No 
one is punished unless for some wrong, act or 
default. 2 Co. Inst. 287. 

Nemo, qui condemnare potest t absolvert non potest. 
He who may condemn may acquit. Dig. 50,17, 
37 • 

Nemo tenetur seipmm accusare. No one is 
bound to accuse himself. 

Nemo tendur ad impossibüe. No one is bound 
to an impoesibility. 

Nemo tenetur armare adveraarvm contra se. No 
one is bound to arm his adversary. 

Nemo tendur divinare. No one is bound to 
foretell. 4 Co. 28. 

Nemo tenetur informare qui nescü, sed quisquis 
scire quod informat. No one is bound to inform 
about a thing he knows not, but be who gives in- 
formation is bound to know what he says. Lane, 
110 . 

Nemo tendur jurare in suam turpüudinem. No 
one is bound to testify to his own baseness. 

Nemo tenetur seipsam infortums et pcriculia ex- 
ponere. No one is bound to expose himself to 
misfortune and dangers. Co. Litt. 253. 
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Nemo tenetur seipsvm accusare • No man is 
boood to accnae himself. 

Nemo videtur fraudart eos <mi sciuut , et consenti - 
uut. One cannot complain of naving been deceived 
when he knew the fact and gave his consent. Dig. 
50, 17, 145. 

Nihil dat qui non habet . He givei nothing who 
bas nothing. 

Nikil dc re accrescit ei qui nihil in re quando ius 
accresceret habet. Nothing accraes to nim, who, 
when the right accrues, has nothing in the subject 
matter. Co. Litt. 188. 

Nikil facit error nominis cum de corpore constat . 
Àn error in the name is nothing when there is 
certainty as to the person. 11 Co. 21. 

Nthü habet Jbrum ex scenâ . The court has 
nothing to do with what is not before it. 

Nikil infra regmtm subditos magis conservat in 
traaquilitate et concordiâ quam debita legum ad- 
màmsiraiio . Nothing prescrves in tranquillity and 
concord those who are subjected to the same 
government better than a due administration of 
the laws. 2 Co. Inst. 158. 

Nihil in lege iniolerabilius est , eandem rem diverso 
jnre censeri. Nothing in law 1% more intolerable 
than to apply the law differently to the same 
cases 4 Co. 93. 

Nikil magis justurn est auam quod necessarium 
est. Nothing is more just tnan wnat is necessary. 
Dav. 12. 

Nikü perfectum est dum aliquid restat agendum. 
Nothing is perfect while something remains to be 
done. 9 Co. 9. 

Nikü possvfmus contra veritatem. We can do 
nothing against truth. Doct. & Stu. Dial. 2, c. 6. 

Nikü quod est contra rationem est liciium. No- 
thing against reason is lawful. Co. Litt. 97. 

Nihü quod inconveniens est licilum est. Nothing 
inconvenient is lawful. 

Nihü simul inventum est ei perfectum. Nothing 
is invented and perfected at the same moment. 
Co. Litt. 230. 

Nütil tam naturale est , quàm eo genere quidque 
dissolvere, quo coUigatum est. It is very natural 
that an obligation snould not be dissolved but by 
the satne principles which were observed in con- 
tracting it. Dig. 50, 17, 35. See 1 Co. 100; 2 
Co. Inst. 359. 

Nikil tam conceniens est naturali aquiiati , quàm 
tohsntatem domini voluntis rem suam in alium 
transferrsj raiam haJberi Nothing is more con- 
formable to natural equity, tban to confirm the 
will of an owner who desires to transfer his pro- 
perty to another. Inst. 2, 1, 40; 1 Co. 100. 

Nil tamere novandum. Nothing should be rashly 
cbanged. Jenk. Cent. 163. 

NU facit error nominis , si de corporc constat. An 
error in the name is immaterial, if the body is 
certain. 

Nimia subtilitas in jure reprobatur. Too much 
■obtlety is reprobated in law. 

Ntmium altercando veritas amiltitur. By too 
much altercation truth is lost. Hob. 344. 

No man is presumed to do anything against 
nature. 22 Vin. Ab. 154. 

No man shall take by deed but parties, unless 
in remainder. 

No man can hold the same land immediately 
of two several landlords. Co. Litt. 152. 

No man shall set up his infamy aS.a defence. 
2 W. Bl. 364 


Necessity creates equity. 

No one may be judge in his own cause. 

Nobiliores et èmdginores presumptiones in dubüs 
sunt prceferenda. When doubts arise the most 
generous and benign presumptions are to be pre- 
ferred. 

Nomen est quasi rei notamen. A name is, as it 
were, the note of a thing. 11 Co. 20. 

Nomen non sufficit si res non sit de jure aut de 
facto. A name does not suffice if there be not a 
thing by law or by fact. 4 Co. 107. 

Nomina si nescis perit cognitio rerum. If you 
know not tbe names of things, the knowledge of 
things them&elves perisbes. Co. Litt. 86. 

Nomina sunt nota rerum. Names are the notes 
of things. 11 Co. 20. 

Nomina sunt mutabüia, res autem tmmobües. 
Names are mutable, but things immutable. 6 Co. 
66 . 

Nomina sunt symbola rerum. Nameo are the 
symbols of things. 

Non accipi debent verba in denumstrationem 
falsam , qua competunt in timitationem veram. 
Words ought not to be accepted to import a false 
demonstration which have cffect by way of true 
limitation. Bacon’B Max. Reg. 13. 

Non alio modo puniaiur aliquis, quam secundum 
quod se habet conaemnaiio. A person may not be 
punished differently than according to what the 
sentence enjoins. 3 Co. Inst. 217. 

Non concedantur citationes priusquam exprimatur 
super oua ne fieri debet cüatio. Summonses or cita- 
tions sbould not be granted before it is expressed 
under the circumstances whether the summons 
ought to be made. 12 Co. 47. 

Non audüur perire volens . One who wishes to 
perish ought not to be heard. Best on Evidence, 
§ 385. 

Non consentit qui errat . He who errs does not 
consent. 1 Bouv. Inst. n. 581. 

Non debet , cui plus licet , quod minus est, non 
licere. Hc who is permitted to do the greater, may 
with greater reason do the less. Dig. 50, 17, 21. 

Non dedoitur qui scit se decipi. He is not 
deceived wno know himself to be deceived. 5 
Co. 60. 

Non defimtur in iure quid sit conatus. Whatan 
attempt is, is not defined in law. 6 Co. 42. 

Non differunt qute concordant re, tametsi non in 
verbis visdem. Those things which agree in sub- 
stance thougb not in the same words, do not differ 
Jenk. Cent. 70. 

Non effecit affectus nisi sequatur effectus. The 
intention amounts to notbing unless some effect 
follows. 1 Roll. R. 226. 

Non est arctins vinculum inter homines quam jus- 
jurandum. Tbere is no stronger link among men 
than an oath. Jenk. Cent. 126. 

Non est dxsputandum contra principia negantem. 
There is no disputing against a man denying prin- 
ciples. Co. LHt. 343. 

Non est recedendum à commum cbservantià. 
There is no dcparting from a common observance. 
2 Co. 74. 

Non est regula quin fallat. There is no rale 
but what may fail. Off. Ex. 212. 

Non est certandum de regulis juris. Thcre is no 
disputing about rales of law. 

Nonfaciat malum , ut inde veniat bonum. You 
are not to do evil that good may come of it. 11 
Co. 74. 
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Non impedil clauwla derogatoria; quo minus aJb 
eadem potestaie res dissolvantur a quibus constitu - 
untur. A derogatory clause does not prevent 
things or acts from being dissolved by the same 
power, by which they were 'òriginally made. 
Bacon’s Max. Reg. 19. 

Non in legendo sed in inteüigendo leges censistunt . 
The laws consist not in being read„ but in being 
understood. 8 Co. 167. 

Non licet quod dispendio licet . That which is 
permitted only at a loss, is not permitted to be 
done. Co. Litt. 127. 

Non nasci, et natum mori, pari sunt. Not to be 
born, and to be dead born, is the same. 

Non obligat lex nisi promulgaia . A law is not 
obligatory unless it be promulgated. 

Non observata forma , infertur adnullatio actus . 
When the form is not observed, it is inferred that 
the act is annulled. 12 Co. 7. 

Non omne quod licet honestum est. Everything 
wbich is permitted is not becoming. Dig. 50, 17, 
144. 

Non omne damnum inducit injuriam . Not every 
loss produces an injury See 3 Bl. Com. 219; 

1 Smith^B Lead. Cas. 131; Broom’s Max. 93; 

2 Bouv. Inst. n. 2211. 

Non omnium quce a majoribus nostris constituta 
sunt ratio reddi potest. A reaaon cannot always 
be given for the institutions of our ancestors. 
4 Co. 78. 

Non potest adduci exceptio ejusdem rei cujus 
petitur dissolutio. A plea of the same matter, the 
aissolution of which is sought by the action, can- 
not be brought forward. Bacon’s Max. Reg. 2. 
When an action is brought to annul a proceeding, 
the defendant cannot plead such proceeding in 
bar. 

Non prcestat ònpedimentum quod de jure non 
sortitur effectum. A thing whicn has no effect in 
law, ii not an impediment. Jenk. Cent. 162. 

Non quod dictum est , sed quod facium est, inspici- 
tur. Not what is said, but what is done, is to be 
regarded. Co. Litt. 36. 

Non refert an quis assensum suum prafert verbis, 
an rebus ipsis et factis. It is immaterial whether 
a man gives his assent by words or by acts and 
deeds. 10 Co. 52. j 

Non refert quid ex eequipolentibus fiat. Wbat 
may be gathered from words of tantamount mcan- 
ing, is of no consequence when omitted. 5 Co. 
122 . 

Non refert quid notum sit judice si noium non sit 
in forma judici. It matters not what is known 
to the judge, if it is not known to him judicially. 

3 Buls. 115. 

Non refert verbis an factis fit revocatio . It mat- 
ters not whether a revocation be by words or by 
acts. Cro. Car. 49. 

Non solum quid licet , sed quid est conoeniens con- 
siderandum , quia nihil quod inconveniens est licitnm. 
Not only what is permitted, but what is proper, is 
to be considered, because what is improper is ille- 
gal. Co. Litt. 66. 

Non sunt longa ubi nihil est quod demere possis. 
There is no prolixity where nothing can be omit- 
ted. Vaugh. 138. 

Non temere credere, est nervus sapientce. Not to 
believe xakhly is the nerve of wisdom. 5 Co. 
114. 

Non videtur quisquam id capere, quod ei necesse 
est alü restituere. One is not cònsidered as ac- 


quiring property in a thing which he is bound to 
restore. Dig. 50, 17, 51. 

Non videntur qui errant consentire. He who 
errs is not considered as consenting. Dig. 50, 
17,116. 

Non videtur consensum rettnuisse si quis ex pra - 
scripto minantis aliquid immutavit. He does not 
appear to have retained his consent, if be bave 
cbanged anything through the means of a porty 
threatening. ’Bacon’s Max. Reg. 22. 

Novatio non prasumitux . A novation is not 
presumed. See Novation . 

Novitas non tam utilitate prodest quam i wvitate 
perturbat. Novelty benefits not so much by its 
utility, as it disturbs by its novelty. Jenk. Ceot. 
167. 

Novum judicium non dat novum jus , std declarat 
antiquum . A new judgment does not make a new 
law, but declares the old. 10 Co. 42. 

Nul ne doit s’enrichir aux dipens des autres. No 
one ought to enrich himself at tbe expense of 
otbers. 

Nut prendra advantage de son tort demesne. No 
one shall take advantage of his own wrong. 

Nulla impossibilia aut inhonesta sunt praaum- 
enda. Impossibilities and dishonesty are not to 
be presumed. Co. Litt. 78. 

Nulle regle sansfaute. Tbere is no rule with- 
out a fault. 

Nulli enim res sua servit jure serviiutis. No ono 
can have a servitude over his own propcrty. Dig. 
8, 2, 26; 17 Mass. 443; 2 Bouv. Inst. n. 1600. 

Nullum exemplum est idem omnibus. No exam- 
ple is the same for all purposes. 

Nullum iniquum prasumendum in jurt. Nothing 
unjust is presumed in law. 4 Co. 72. 

Nullum simile est idem. No simile is the same. 
Co. Litt. 3. 

Nullus commodum capere potest de injurid suâ 
propriâ. No one shall take advantage of his own 
wrong. Co Litt. 148- 

Nullus recedat e curid cancellarid sine remedio. 
No one ought to depart out of the court of chancery 
without a remedy. 

Nunquam fictio sine lege. There is no âctiot 
without Iaw. 

Nuptias non concubitas, aed consensus facit. Co- 
habitation does not make the marriage, it is the 
consent of the parties. Dig. 50, 17, 30; 1 Bouv 
Inst. n. 239. Co. Litt. 33. 

Obedientia est legis essentia. Obedicnce is the 
essence of the law. 11 Co. 100. 

Obtemperandum est consuetudini raHonabüi tan 
quam legi . A reasonable custom is to be obeyed 
like law. 4 Co. 38. 

Officers may not examine the judicial acts of 
tbe court. 

Officia magistratus non debent esse venalia. The 
offices of magistrates ought Rot to be sold. Co. 
Litt. 234. 

Officia judicialia non concedantur antequam va- 
cent. Judicial offices ought not to he granted 
before they are vacant. 11 Co. 4. 

Officit conatus si efftctua sequatur. The attempt 
becomes of consequence, if the effect follows. 

Officium nemini debet esse damnosum. An office 
ought to be injurious to no one. 

Omissio eorum qua tacite insunt nihil operatur . 
Tbe omission of those tbings which are silently 
expressed is of no consequence. 
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Omne acium ab iiUeniione agmiü est juâicandum. 
Every act is to be estimatea by tbe intention of 
the doer. 

Omne crimen ebrietas et incendit et detegit. Drunk- 
enness inflames and produces every crime. Co. 
Litt. 247. 

Omne magis dignum trahit ad se minus dignum 
sit ahtiquius. Every worthier thing draws to it 
the less worthy, though the latter be more ancient. 
Co. Litt. 355. 

Omne magnum exemplum kaJbet aliquid ex ini - 
quiOy quod publica utilitate compensatur. Every 
great exampte has some portion of evil, which is 
compensated by its public utility. Hob. 279. 

Omne majus continet in se minus. The greater 
contaios in itself the less. Co. Litt. 43. 

Omne majus minus in se compleciiur. Always 
the greatcr is embraced in tne minor. Jenk. 
Cent. 208. 

Omne testamentum morte consummatum est. 
Every will is consummated by death. 3 Co. 
29. 

Omne sacramentum debet esse de certa scientiâ. 
Every oath ought to be founded on certain know- 
tedge. 4 Co. Inst. 279. 

Omnia delicia in aperto leviora sunt. All crimes 
committed openly are considered lighter. 8 Co. 
127. 

Omnia prasumuntur contra spoliatorem . All 

tbings are presumed against a wrong doer. 

Omnia prcesumuniur legitime facta donec probe- 
tur in contrarium. All things are presumed to be 
done legitimately, until the contrary is proved. 
Co- Litt. 232. 

Omnia prasumuntur rite esse acta. All things 
are presumed to be done in due form. 

Omata prasumuntur solemràter esse acta. All 
things are presumed to be done solemnly. Co. 
Litt. 6. 

Omnia qua sunt uxoris sunt ipsvus viii. All 
tbings wbich are of the wife, belong to the hus- 
band. Co. Litt. 112. 

Omnis aclio est loquela. Every action is a com- 
plaint. Co. Litt. 292. 

Omnis conclusio boni et veri judicii sequitur ex 
boms et veris pramissis et dictis juratorem. Every 
cooclusion of a good and true iudgment arises 
from good and true premises, and the sayings of 
jurors. Co. Litt. 226. 

Omnis consensus tollit errorem. Every consent 
removes error. 2 Inst. 123. 

Omnis defimtio in jure perieulosa est ; parum est 
tnim ut non subverti posset. Every definition in 
law is perilous, and but a little may reverse it. 
Dig. 50, 17, 202. 

Omnis exceptio est ipsa quoque regula. An ex- 
ception is, in itself, a rule. 

Omnis innovatio plus novüate periurbat quam 
utilüate prodest. Every innovation disturbs more 
by its novelty than it benefits by its utility. 

Omrds interpretatio si fieri poiest Üafienda est in 
instrvmentis, ut omnes contrarietates amoveantur. 
The interpretatipn of instrnments is to be made, 
if they will admit of it, so tbat all contradictions 
may be removed. Jenk. Cent. 96. 

Omnis inierpretatio vü declarat, vel extendü, vel 
restringü. Every interpretation either declares, 
extends or restrains. 

Omnis regvla suas patitur exceptiones. All rules 
of law are liable to exceptions. 

Omrds pnvaiio prasupponü habüum. Every pri- 


vation presupposes former enjoyment. Co. Litt. 
339. 

Omnis ratihabitio retro trahitvr et mandato aqui - 
paralur. Every consent given to what has already 
* been done, has a retrospective efiect and equals a 
command. Co. Litt. 207. 

Once a fraud, always a fraud. 13 Vin. Ab. 539. 

Ouce a mortgage always a mortgage. 

Once a recompense always a recompense. 19 
Vin. Ab. 277. 

One should be just before he is generous. 

One may not do an act to himself. 

Oportet quod certa res deducaiur injudicium. A 
tbing, to be brougbt to judgment, must be certain 
or definite. Jenk. Cent. 84. 

Oportet quod certa sÜ res vendüur. A thing, to 
be sold, most be certain or definite. 

Optima est lex, aua minimum relinquü arbürio 
judicis. Tbat is tjie best system of law wbich 
confides as little as possible to the discretion of 
the judge. iBac. De Aug. Sci. Aph. 46. 

Optimam esse legem, qua minimum relinquü 
arbürio judicis; id quod certitudo ejus prastat. 
Tbat law is the best which leaves the least dis- 
cretion to the judge; and this is an advantage 
wbich resulte from certainty. Bacon, De Aug. 
Sc. Aph. 8. 

Optimus judex, <jui minimum sibi. He is the 
best judge who relies as little as possible on his 
own 'discretion. Bac. De Aug. Sci. Aph. 46. 

Optimus interpretandi modus est sic legis interpre- 
tare ut leges legibus accordant. The best mode of 
interpreting laws it to make them accord. 8 Co. 
169. 

Optvmus interpres rerum usus. Usage is the 
best interpreter of things. 2 Inst. 282. 

r 'nus legum interpres consuetudo. Custom is 
t interpreter of laws. 4 Inst. 75. 

Ordine placüandi servato , servatur et ius. The 
order of pleading being preserved, the law is pre- 
served. Co. Litt. 303, 

Origo rei inspici debet. Tbe origin of a thing 
ooght to be mquired into. 1 Co. 99. 

Pact sunt maxime contraria, vis et injuria. Force 
and wrong are greatly contrary to peace. Co. Litt. 
161. 

Pacta privata jvri pvblico derogare nonpossunt. 
Private contracts cannot derogate from tbe publlc 
law. 7 Co. 23. 

Pacto aliquod licüum est, quid sine pacto non 
admittitur. By a contract sometbing is permitted, 
wbicb, without it, could not be admitted. Co. 
Litt. 166. 

Par in parem imperivm non kabet. An oqnai 
has no power over an equal. Jenk. Cent. 174. 
Example: One of two judges of the same court 
cannot commit the other for contempt. 

Paria copulantur paribus . Tbings unite witb 
similar things. 

Paribus sententns reus absolvitur . Wben opinions 
are equal, a defeudant is acquitted. 4 Inst. 64. 

Parte quacumque integranta sublata, toüitur to - 
tum. An integral part being taken away, tbe 
wbole is taken away. 3 Co. 41. 

Partvs ex legiivmo tkoro non certivs noscü mairem 
quam genitorem suam. The offspring of a legiti- 
mate bed knows not his mother more certamly 
than his father. Fortes. c. 42. 

Partus sequüur ventrem. Tbe oflspring follow 
the condition of the mother. This is the l&w in 
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tbe case of slaves and animals; 1 Bouv. Inst. n. 
167, 602; but witb regard to freemen, children 
follow the condition of the father. 

Parum differwU qua re coucordaiU. Things 
differ but little which agree in substance. 2 Buls. 
86 . 

Parum est latam esse seiUentiam, nisi mandctnr 

xeaUioni . It is not enough that sentence should 
be given unless it is put into execution. Co. Litt. 
289. 

Parum profidt scire qnid fieri debet , si non cog - 
tcoscas quomodo sit faclumm. It avails little to 
know what ought to be done, if you do not know 
how it is to be done. 2 Co. Inst. 603. 

Patria potestas tn pielate debet 9 nou in atrocitate 
consister Paternal power should consist in affec- 
tion, not in atrocity. 

Pater is est quem nuptue dcmonsiraiU . The father 
is he whom the marriage points out. 1 Bl. Com. 
446; 7 Mart. N. S. 648, 663; Dig. 2,4,5; 1 Bouv. 
Inst. n. 273, 304, 322. 

Peccata coutra naiuram sunt gruvissima . Of- 
fences against nature are t)ie heaviest. 3 Co. Inst 
20 . 

Peccatum peccaio addit qui culpee quam facit 
patrocininm defensionis adjungit . Hc adds one 
offence to another, who, when he commits a crime, 
joins to it the protection of a defence. 6 Co. 49. 

Per remm naturam 9 fadum negaiUü nulla pro - 
batio esU It is in ‘tbe nature of things that he who 
denies a fact is not bound to prove it. 

Per varius actus , legem experientia facit. By 
various acts experience framed the law. 4 Co. 
Inst. 60. 

Perfectum est cui nihil deest secundum sua per • 
fedvnds vel natvra modum. That is perfect which 
wants nothing in addition to the measure of its 
perfection or nature. Hob. 161. 

Periculosum est res novas et inusitaias inducere. 
It is dangerous to introduce new and dangerous 
things. Co. Litt 379. 

Periculum rei vendüa, nondum tradüa , est emp- 
toris. The purchaser runs the risk of the loss of 
a thing aold, though not delivered. 1 Bouv. Inst. 
n. 939 ; 4 B. & C. 941; 4 B. & C. 481. 

Perpetua lex est % nullam legem humanum ac 
positivam perpetuam esse; et clavsula qua abroga- 
tionem excludit initio non valet. It is a perpetu&l 
l&w that no human or positive law can be per- 
petual; and a clause in a law which precludes the 
power of abrogation is void ab tfttfto. Bacon’s 
Max. in Reg. 19. 

Perpetuities are odious in law and equity. 

Persona conjuncta aquiparatvr interesse proprio . 
A person united equal one , i own interest. Bacon’s 
Max. Reg. 18. This means that a personal con- 
nexion, as nearness of blood or kindred, may in 
some caset, raise a use. 

Perspicua vera non sunt probanda . Plain truths 
need not be proved. Co. Litt. 16. 

Pirata ent hostis hvmani generis . A pirate is an 
enemy of tbe human race. 3 Co. Inst. 113. 

Pluratis numerus est duobus contentus. The 
plural number is contained in two. 1 Roll. R. 
476. 

Pluralities are odioue in law. 

Plures cohceredes sunt qvati vnmm corpvs % propter 
vnitatem juris quod habent . Several co-beirs arc as 
one body, by reason of tbe unity of right which 
they poesess. Co. Litt. 163. 

Plvres participes svnt qvasi vmtm corpvt , ta eo 


C l fttmm jus habent. Several partnera are as one 
y, by reason of tbe unity of their rights. Co 
Litt. 164. 

P/tti exempla qvam ptccaia nocent. Examplee 
hurt roore than offences. 

Plus peccat auctor quam actor . The instigator 
of a crime is worse than he who perpetratee it. 
6 Co. 99. 

Plus valet unus oculutus testis , fftom auriti de 
cem. One eye witnese is better than ten ear 
ones. 4 Inst. 279. 

Pctnâ ml paucos, metus ad omnes perveviat . A 
punishment inflicted on a few, causes a dread to 
all. 22 Vin. Ab. 550. 

Pmuâ ex delicto defuncli t htrres tenere non debet . 
The heir is not bound in a penalty inflicted for the 
crime of the ancestor. 2 Inst. 198. 

Paenâ non potest , culva perennis erit. Punieü- 
ment may have an ena, criroe is perpetual. 21 
Vin. Ab 271. 

Pasua ad paucos, metus ad omncs. Punishment 
to few, dread or fear to all. 

Pcnue poiius mollienda qturm exaspereiuta sunt. 
Punishments should rather be softened tlian aggra- 
vated. 3 Co. Inst. 220. 

Posito uno opjtosilorum negalur altemm. One 
of two opposite positions being affirmed, the other 
is denied. 3 Roll. R. 422. 

Possessio est quusi pedis vosiiio. Possession is, 
as it were, the position of tne foot. 3 Co. 42. 

Possession of the termer, possession of the 
reversioner. 

Possession is a good title, wbere no better title 
appears. 20 Vin. Ab. 278. 

Possessor has right against all men but him who 
has the very right 

Possibility cannot be on a possibility. 

Posteriora derogant priorüms. Posterior lawe 
derogate former ones. I Bouv. Inst. n. 90. 

Potentia non est nisi ad bonum. Power ia not 
conferred, but for the public good. 

Potentia debet sequi justiciam , non aniecedere • 
Power ought to folJow, not to precede justice. 
3 Buls. 199. 

Potentia inutiUs frustra est. Useless power ie 
vain. 

Potest quis renvnciare pro se, et sftis, juri qvod 
pro se introductum est. A man may relinquish, for 
himseif and his heire, a rigbt which was intro- 
duced for his own benefit. See 1 Bouv. Inst. n. 83. 

Poiestas stricti interpretaivr. Power should be 
strictly interpreted. 

Potestas svprema seipsum dissolvare poteet , ligare 
non potest. Supreme power can dissolve, but can- 
not bind itself. 

Potior est condiiio dtfendenti*. Better is the 
condition of the defendant, than that of the plain- 
tiff. 

Potwr est conditio possidentis . Better is tne 
condition of the possessor. 

Prapropera consilia, raro svnt prospera. Hasty 
counsels are seldom prospero06. 4 Inst. 57 
Prtestai cavtela quam medela. Prevention is 
better than cure. Co. Litt. 304. 

Prtesumptio violenta , plena probatio. Strong 
presumption is full proof. 

Preesumptio violenta valet in lege. Strong pre- 
eumption avails in law. 

Pratextv liciti non debet admiiti illidium. Under 
pretext of legality, what is illeg&l ought not to be 
admitted. 10 Co. 88. 
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Praxis judicum est vnterpru legum. The prtc- 
tice of the judges is the interpreter of the Jaws. 
Hob. 96. 

Precedents that pass snb silentio are of little or 
no aothority. 16 Vin. 499. 

Precedents have as much law as justice. 

Praseatia corporii tollit errorem nomirds , et veri - 
tas uomims tollit trrorem demonstrationis . The 
preaence of the body cures the error in the name; 
the truth of the name cures an error in the de- 
scription. Bacon’s Max. Reg. 25. 

Prtiium succedit in locvm rei. The price stands 
ia the place of the thing sold. 1 Bouv. Inst n. 
939. 

Prima pars mquitaiis ctqualitas. The radical 
element of justice is equality. 

Principia data sequuntur eoncomitaniia. Given 
principles follow their concomitants. 

Principia probant , non probaniur. Principles 
prove, they are not proved. 3 Co. 40. See Pritnr 
dptes. 

PrincipioTum non est raiio. There is no reason- 
ing of principles. 2 Buls. 239. See Principlcs. 

Prtncipium est potissima pars cujusque rei . The 
principle of a thing is its most powerfnl part. 
10 Co. 49. 

Prior tempore , poiiorjure . He who is before in 
time, is preferred in rigbt 

Pnvatorum conveniio juri pvblico non derogai. 
Private agreements cannot derogate from public 
law. Pig. 50, 17, 45, 1. 

Privatum commodum pubUco cedii. Private 
yields to public good. 

Prwaimm inammodum publico bono peusaiur. 
Private ioconvenience is made up for by public 
beoefit. 

Primlegwm est beneficium personale et extinguitnr 
cmm personâ. A privilege is a personal benefit 
and dies with tbe person. 3 Buls. S. 

Privilegium est quasi privata lex. A privilege 
U, as it were, a private law. 2 Buls. 189. 

Probandi necessitas incumbii iüi qui agit. The 
necessity of proving lies with him who makes the 
cbarge. 

Probaiiones debent esse evidentes, id est , perspicua 
ei faciles inielligi. Proofs ought to be made evi- 
dent, that is, cleai* and easy to be understood. 
Co. Litt. 283. 

Probaiis txtremis, prasumiiur media. The ex- 
tremes being proved, the intermediale proceedings 
are presumed. 1 Greenl. Ev. § 20. 

Processus legis est gravis vexaiio , execuiio legis 
corvnat opus. The process of the law is a grievous 
vexation; the execution of the law crowns the 
work, Co. Litt. 289. 

Prokibttur ne quisfaciat in suo quod nocere possit 
aUeno. It is prohibited to do on one’s own pro- 
perty that which may injure anothèr’s. 9 Co. 59. 

Propinquior excludit propmquum; propinquus 
remotum; et remotus remoiiorem. He wfaio is nearer 
exclodes him who is near; he who is ncar, him 
who is remote; be who is remote, him who is 
more remote. Co. Litt. 10. 

Prvprietas verborum est salus proprietatum. The 
prapriety of words is tbe safety of property. 

Proiectio trahit subjedionem , subjectio projec- 
tionem. Protection draws to it snbjection, subjec* 
Üoa, protection. Co. Litt. 65. 

Proviso est providere prasentia et futura , non 
praterita. A proviso is to piovide for the present 
aod the futore, not the past. 2 Co. 72. 


Proximus est cui nemo antecedit; supremus est 
quem nemo sequitur. He is next whom no one 
precedes; he is last whom no one follows. 

Prudentur agit qui pracepto legis obtemperat. 
He acts prudently who obeys the commands of 
the law. 5 Co. 49. 

Pueri sunt de sanguine parentum , sedpater et 
mater non sunt de sanguine puerorum. Children 
are of tbe blood of tbeir parents, bot the father 
and mother are not of the blood of their children. 
3 Co. 40. 

Purchaser without notice not obliged to discover 
to his own hurt. See 4 Bouv. Inst. n. 4£36. 

Qua ab hosiibus capiuniur , statrm capieniium 
fimt. Things taken from public enemies imme- 
diately become the property of the captors. See 
Infra prasidia. 

Quee ad unum finem loquuta sunt; non debent ad 
alium detorqucri. Worda spoken to one end, ought 
not to be perverted to anotner. 4 Co. 14. 

Qua cofutrent persana à personâ separari neque- 
unt. Things which belong to the person ought not 
to be separated firom the person. Jenk. Cent. 28. 

Qua communi legi derogani stricte interpretaninr. 
Laws which derogate from the common law ought 
to be strictly conatrued. Jenk. Cent. 221. 

Qua contra rationem juris introducia sunt , non 
debent trahi «n consequentiam. Things introduced 
contra tj to the reaaon of the law, ought not to be 
drawn mto precedents. 12 Co. 75. 

Qua dubitationis causâ tollenda inseruntur com - 
munem legem non ladunt. Whatever is inserted 
for the purpose of removing doubt, does not huit 
or iffect the common law. Co. Litt. 205. 

Qua inamtinenti vel certo fiunt in esse videntur. 
Whatever is done directly and certainly, appears 
already in existence. Co. Litt. 236. 

Qua in curid acta sunt rite agi prasumuntur. 
Whatever is done in court is presumed to be 
rightly done. 3 Buls. 43. 

Qua in partes dividi nequeuni solida , a stngulis 
prastantur. Things which cannot be divided into 
parts are rendered entire severally. 6 Co. 1. 

Qua inter alios ada sunt nemini nocere debent, sed 
prodesse possuni. Transactions between strangers 
may benefit, but cannot injure, persons who are 
parties to them. 6 Co. 1. 

Qua mala suni inchoata in principio vex bono 
peragantur exiiu. Things bad in tbe commence* 
ment eeldom end well. 4 Co. 2. 

Qua non valeant singula , jundajuvant. Things 
which do not avail singly, when nnited have an 
effect. 3 Buls. 132. 

Qua prater consuetudmem et morem majorum 
fiunty neque placent , necque reda videntur. Whnt 
is done contrary to the custom of onr ancestors, 
neither pleases nor appears right. 4 Co. 78. 

Qua rerum naturâ prohibentur, nullà legt am- 
firmata sunt. What is prohibited in the natnre of 
things, cannot be confinned by law. Finch’a 
Law, 74. 

Quacunque intra rationem legis invemuntur, intra 
legem ipsam esse judicantur. Wkatever appean 
within the reason of tbe law, ought to be conai- 
dered within the law itself. 2 Co. Inst. 689. 

Qualibet concessio fortissime coutra donatorem 
inierpretanda est. Every grant is to be taken 
most strongly againt tbe grantor. Co. Litt. 183. 

QuaUbet rurisdidio canceUos snos habet. Every 
jurisdictioir haa its bounds. 
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Qncelibet pcena corporalis, quam vis minima, 
major est qiâlibet pand pecuniariâ • Every cor- 
poral punishment, although the very least, is 
greater than pecuniary punishment. 3 Inst. 220. 

Quceras de dubiis, legem bene discere si vis . In- 
quire into doublful points if you wish to under- 
stand the law well. 

Quarere dat sapere qua sunt legüima verè. To 
inquire into th»»m, is the way to know what things 
are really true. Litt. 4 443. 

Qualiias quct inesse debet 9 facile prcesumitur. A 
quality which ought to form a part, is easily pre- 

Quam longum debet esse rationabile tempus, non 
deflnitur in lege , sed pendet ex discretione justiciarub 
rum, What is reasonable time , the law does not 
define; it is left Yo the discretion of the judges. 
Co. Litt. 56. See 11 Co. 44. 

Quamvis aliquid per se non sit malum, tamen si 
sit mali exempli, non est faciendum. Although, in 
itself, a thing may not be had, yet, if it bolds out 
a bad example, it is not to be done. 2 Co. Inst. 
564. 

Quamvis lex generaliter loquitur , resiringenda 
tamen est , ut cessante ratione et ipsa cessat . Al- 
though the law speaks generally, it is to be re- 
strained when the reason on which it is founded 
fails. 4 Co. lnst. 330. 

Quando abest provisio partis, adest provisio legis . 
A defect in the provision of the party is supplied 
hy a provisiou of the law. 6 Vin. Ab. 49. 

Quando aliquid prokibetur cx directo , prohibetur 
et per obtiquum. When anything is prohibited 
dircctly, is is prohihited indirectly. Co. Litt. 223. 

Quando charta coniinet generalem clausulam, 
posteaque descendit ad verba specialia qua clausula 
generali sunt consentanea interpretanda est charta 
secundum verba specialia. When a deed contains a 
general clause, and afterwards descends to special 
words, consistent with the general clause, the deed 
is to he construed according to the special words. 
8 Co. 154. 

Quando de una et eadem re, duo onerabiles existunt, 
unu3 } pro insufficieniia alterius, de integro onerabi - 
tur. When two persons are liable on a joint obli- 
gation, if one makes default the other must bear 
the whole. 2 Co. Inat. 277. 

Quando dispositio referri potest ad duas res, ita 
quod secundum relationem unam vitiatur et secun- 
dum alteram uiilis sit, tum facienda est relatio ad 
illam ut valeat dispositio. When a disposition may 
he made to refer to two things, so that according 
to one reference, it would he vitiated, and hy the. 
other it would he made efiectual, such a reference 
must he made to the disposition which is to have 
efifect. 6 Co. 76. 

Quando diversi oonsiierantur actus ad aliquem 
siatum perficiendum, plus respicit lex actum origi- 
nalem. When two difierent acts are required to 
the formation of an estate, the law chiefly regards 
the original act. 10 Co. 49. 

Quando duo juro concurrunt in und persond, 
mquum est ac si essent in diversis. When two rights 
concur in one person, it is the same as if they 
were in two separate persons. 4 Co. 118. 

Quando lex aliquid alicui concedü, concedtre vide- 
tur id sine quo rts ipsa tsse non potest. When the 
law gives anything, it gives the means of ohtainiug 
it. 5Co. 47. 

Quando lex aliquid alicui concedit, omnia inci- 
dentia tacite conceduntur . When the law gives 


anything, it gives tacitly what is incident to it. 
2 Co. Inst. 326; Hob. 234. 

Quando lex est specialis, ratio autem generalis, 
generaliter lex est intelligenda. When the law is 
special, but its reason is general, the law is to be 
undeTStood generally. 2 Co Inst. 83; 10 Co. 101. 

Quando licet id quod majus, videtur licere id quod 
minus. When the greater is allowed, the less 
seems to he allowed also. 

Quando plus fit quam fieri debet, videiur etiam 
illud fieri quod faciendum est. When more is done 
than ought to he done, that shall be considered m 
performed, which should have been performed; 
as, if a man having a power to make a lease for 
ten years, make one for twenty years, it shall be 
void only for the surplus. Broom’s Max. 76; 8 
Co. 85. 

Quando verba et mens congruunt, non est inter- 
pretathoni locus . When tbe words and the mind 
agree, there is no place for interpretation. 

Quem admodum ad quastionem fadi non respon - 
dent judices , ita ad qumtionem juris non respondent 
juratores. In the same mantier that judges do not 
answer to questions of fitct, so iurors do not an- 
swer to questions of law. Co. Litt. 295. 

Qui accusat integra fama sit et non criminosus • 
Let him who accuses be of a clear farae, and not 
criminal. 3 Cc Inst. 26. 

Qui adimit medium, dirimü finem. He who takea 
away tbe means, destroys tbe end, Co. Litt. 161» 

Qut aliquid statuerü parte inaudiia altera, aquum 
licet dixerü, haud aquum facerit. He who decides 
anything, a party being unheard, tbougb he should 
decide right, does wrong. 6 Co. 52. 

Qut bene interrogat, bene docet. He who ques- 
tions well, learns well. 3 Buls. 227. 

Qttt bene distinguü, bene docel. He who distin- 
guishes well, learns well. 2 Co. Inst. 470. 

Qttt concedü aliquid, concedere videtur et id sine 
quo concessio est irrüa, sine auo res ipsa esse non 
potuü. He who grants anytning, is considered as 
grantin^ tbat, without which his grant would be 
idle, without which the thing itself could not 
exist. 11 Co. 52. 

Qut confirmat nihil dat . He who confirms does 
not give. 2 Bouv. Inst. n. 2069. 

Q«t contemnit praceptum , contemnü pracipien- 
tem. He who contemns the precept, contemns 
the party giving it. 12 Co. 96. 

Qut cum alio contrahü, vel est , vel debet esse non 
ignarus condiiio ejus. He wbo contracts, knows, 
or ought to know, the quality of the person with 
whom he contracts, otherwise be is not excusahle. 
Dig. 50, 17, 19; 2 Hagg. Consist. Rep. 61. 

Qut destruü rnedium, destruü finem. He who 
destroys the means, destroys the end. 11 Co. 51; 
Shep. To. 342. 

Qui doü vnherüer al père , doü tnheriter al fitx . 
He wbo ought to inherit from the father, ougnt to 
inberit from the son 

Qui ex damnato coüu nascuntur, inter liberos non 
computantur. He who is born of an illicit union, 
is not counted among the children. Co. Litt. 8. 
See 1 Bouv. Inst. n. 289.' 

Qui evertü causam, evertü causatum futwrum. 
He who overthrows the cause, overthrows its 
future effects. 10 Co. 51. 

Qtti facÜ per alium facü per se. He.who acts 
by or through another, acts for himself. 1 Bl. 
Com. 429; Story, Ag. § 440; 2 Bouv. Inst. n. 
1273, 1335, 1336; 7 Man. & Gr. 32, 33. 
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Qb* habet jurisdictionem abaolvendi, habet juris- 
mctionem Ugandu He wbo bas jurisdiction to 
loosen, has jurisdiction to bind. 12 Co. 59. 

Qui hmrtt in liiera, Jutret in cortice . He who 
adberes to the letter, adheres to the bark. Co. 
Litt. 289. 

Qvt ignorat quaniüm eolvere debeat, non potest 
improims videre. He who does not know what he 
ought to pay, does not want probity in not paying. 
Dig. 50, 17, 99. 

Qui in utero est , pro jam nato habetur quoties dt 
ejus commodo quaritur . He who is in the womb, 
is considered as born, whenever it is for his 
benefit. 

Qui jure suo utitur, nemini facit injuriam . He 
who uses his legal rights, harms no one. 

Qui jussu judicis aliquod fuerit non videtur dolo 
malo fecisse, quia parere necesst est . He who does 
anything by command of a judge, will not be sup- 
posed to have acted from an improper motive, 
because it was necessary to obey. 10 Co. 76. 

Qui male agii, odü lueem . He who acts badly, 
hates the light. 7 Co. 66. 

Qui melius probat, melius habet. He who proves 
roost, recovers most. 9 Vin. Ab. 235. 

Qui molitur insidias in patriam, id facit quod 
insanus nauta perforans navem in qud vehitur. He 
who betrays his country, is like tbe insane sailor 
who bores a hole in the ship which carries him. 

3 Co. Inst. 36. 

Qui nasciiur sine legitimo malrimonio, matrem 
sequitur. He who is bora out of lawful matri- 
mony, follows the condition of the motber. 

Qui non cadunt in constantem virem , vani timores 
sunt sestimandi. Those are vain iears wbich do not 
atTect a man of a firm mind. 7 Co. 27. 

Qui non habet in are luat in corpore, ne quis 
peccatur impunè. He who cannot pay with his 
purse, must euffer in his person, lest he who 
offends should go unpunished. 2 Co. Inst. 173; 

4 Bl. Com. 20. 

Qui non improbat, approbat. He who does not 
disapprove, approvcs. 3 Co. Inst. 27. 

Qvt non libere verüatem pronunciat , proditor est 
vtrüatis. He who does not willingly speak the 
truth, is a betrayer of the truth. 

Q»t non obstat quod obstare potest facere videiur. 
He who does not prcvent what he can, seems to 
commit the thing. 2 Co. Inst. 146. 

Qui nou prohibit quod prohibere potest assentire 
rideiur. Hö who does not forbid what he can for- 
bid, seems to assent. 2 Inst. 305. 

Q»i non propulsat injuriam quando potest, infert. 
H wbo does not repel a wrong when he can, 
induces it. Jenk. Cent. 271. 

'Qttt obstruÜ adüum , destruü cornmodum. He 
wbo obstructs an entrance, destroys a conve- 
niency. Co. Litt. 161. 

Q«t omne dicÜ, mhü exclmdü. He who says all, 
ezcludes notbing. 4 Inst. 81. 

Qui parcü nocentibus , innoceniibus punit. He 
wbo spares the guilty, punishes the innocent. 

Qttt peccat ebrius, luat sobrius He who offends 
drunk, must be punished when sober. Car. R. 133. 

Qui per alium facü per seipsum facere videtur. 
He who does anything through another, is- con-- 
sidered as doing it himself. Co. Litt. 258. 

Qst per fraudem agü, frustra agit. He who 
acts fnodulently acta in vain. 2 Roll. R. 17. 

Qiit potesi et debet vetare, jubet. He who can 
and onght to forbid, and does not, commands. 


Quiprimum peccat ille facÜ rixam. He who 
first offends, causes the strife. 

Qui prior est tempore, poiior est jure. He who 
is first or before in time, is stronger in right. Co. 
Litt. 14 a; 1 Story, Eq. Jur. § 64 d; Story, 
Bailm. § 312; 1 Bouv. Inst. n. 952; 4 Bout 
Inst. n. 3728. 

Qut providet aibi, providet haredibus . He who 
provides for himself, provides for his heirs. 

Qait rationem in ommbus quesrunt, ralionem aub- 
vertunt. He who seeks a reason for everything, 
subverts reason. 2 Co. 75. 

Qtti semel actionem renunciaverit , amplius repetere 
non potest. He wbo renounces his action once, 
cannot any more repeat it. 8 Co. 59. See Re - 
traxü . 

Qut semel malus , aemper prasumiiur esse malua 
in eodem genere. He wbo is once bad, is prcsumed 
to be always so in the same degree. Cro. Car. 317. 

Qtii sentü commodum, seniire debet et onus. He 
who derives a benefit from a thing, ought to feel 
the disadvantages attending it. 2 Bouv. Inst. n. 
1433. * 

Qtti tacet conseniire videiur. He wbo is silent 
appeare to consent Jenk. Cent. 32. 

Qui tardxus solvü, minus solvü. He who pays 
tardily, pays less than he ought. Jenk. Cent. 38. 

Qui timent, cavent et vüant. They who fear, 
take care and avoid. Off. Ex. 162. 

Qui vult decipi, decipiaiur . Let him who wishes 
to be deceived, be deceived. 

Quicquid acquirüur scrvo, acquiritur dornino. 
Whatever is acquired by the servant, is acquired 
for the master. 15 Vin. Ab. 327. 

Quicquid plantatur solo, solo cedü. Whatever is 
affixed to the soil belongs to it. Went. Off. Ex. 
145. 

Quicquid plantatur solo $ solo cedü. Whatever 
is affixed to the soil or the realty, thereby becomes 
a parcel. See Amb. 113; 3 East, 51; and article 
Fixtures. 

Qnicquid eat contra normam recti est injuria. 
Whatever is against the rule of right, ia a wrong. 
3 Buls. 313. 

Quicquid in exceasu actum est, lege prohibüur. 
Whatever is done in excess is prohibited by law. 
2 Co. Inst. 107. 

Quicquid judids audoritaM aubjicüur, rmüati 
non subjidiwr . Whatever is subject to the autho- 
rity of a judge, is not subject to novelty. 4 Co. 
Inst 66. 

Quicquid solvüur, solvÜur secundum modum soU 
ventis. Whatever is paid, is paid according to the 
manner of the payor. 2 Vern. 606. See Jppro - 
priation. 

Quüibet potest renunciare juri pro se inducto . 
Any one may renounce a law introduced for his 
own benefit. To this rule there are some excep- 
tions. See 1 Bouv. Inst. n. 83. 

Qusquts est qui velü juris consultus haberi, con* 
tinuet studium , velÜ a quocunque doceri. Whoever 
wishes to be a lawyer, let him continually study, 
and desire to be taught everything. 

Quod ab inüio non valet, in tractu temporis non 
conoalescere. What is not good in tbe beginning 
cannot be rendered good by time. Merl. Rèp. 
verbo Regle de Droit. This, though trne in gene- 
ral, is not miversally so. 

Quod ad jus naturale attinet, omnes homines 
aquales sunt. A11 men are equal before the natural 
law. Dig. 50, 17, 32. 
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Quod aliaa bonum et juaium est, »i per vim vel 
fraudtm petatur, malum et injuatum efficitur. 
What is otherwiae good and jnst, if sooght by 
force or fraud, becomes bad and unjnst. 3 Co 
78. 

Quod conatai clare , wm debet verijicari . What is 
clearly apparent need not be proved. 

Quod conatat curice opere teatium non indigei . 
What appears to the court needs not the help of 
witnesses. 2 Inst. 662. 

Qutrd contra legem fit, pro infecto habeiur. What 
is done contrary to the law, is considered as not 
dotfe. 4 Co. 31. No one can derive any advantage 
from such an act. 

Quod conirajuria rationem receptum est , non est 
producendum ad consequentias. What has been 
admitted against the spirit of the law, ought not 
to be heard. Big. 50, 17, 141. 

Quod demonstrandi causâ additur rei satis de- 
monatratae, frusta fit . What is added to a thing 
sufficiently palpable, for the purpose of demonstra- 
tion, is vain. 10 Co. 113. 

Quod dubitas , ne feceris. When you doubt, do 
not act. 

Quod est ex necesaitate nunquam introducitur , 
n iai quando necesaarivm. What is introduced of 
necessity, is never introduced except when neces- 
sary. 2 Roll. R. 512. 

Quod eat inconveniens, aut contra rationem non 
permiaaum eat in lege. Wbat is inconvenient or 
contrary to reason, is not allowed in law. Co. 
Litt. 178. 

Quod eat neceaaarium eat licitum . What is neces- 
sary is lawful. 

Quod factum eat , cum in obscuro ait , ex affectione 
cujuaque capit interpretatidnem. Doubtful and asn- 
biguous clauses ought to be construed according 
to tbe intentions of the parties. ’ Dig. 50, 17, 
168, 1. 

Quod fieri non debet 9 fadum valet. Wbat ought 
not to be done, when done, is valid. 5 Co. 38. 

Quod inconaulto fecimua 9 conaultiua revocemus. 
Wbat Is done without consideration or reflection, 
npon better consideration we should revoke or 
nndo. 

Quod in mvnori valet , valebit t» majori; et quod 
in majori non valet , nec valebit in minori. What 
avails in the less, will avail in the greater; and 
what will not avail in the greater, will not avail 
in the less. Co. Litt. 260. 

Quod in uno similium valet 9 valebii in altere . 
What avails in one of two similar things, will 
avail in the other. Co. Litt. 191. 

Quod initio vitiosum est, non potest tractu tem - 
poris convaleacere. Time cannot render valid an 
act void in its origin. Dig. 50, 17, 29. 

Quod meum est sine me avferri non potest. Wbat 
is mine cannot be taken away witbout my con- 
sent. Jenk. Cent. 251. Sed vide Eminent Do- 
main. 

Quod necessarie intelligüur id non deest. What 
is necessaxily understood is not wanting. 1 Buls. 
71. 

Quod necessitaa cogit, defenâxt . What necessity 
forces, it justifies. Hal. Pl. Cr. 54. 

Qnod non apparet non est, et non apparet judir 
cialiter ante judidum. What appears not does not 
exist, and nothing appeara judicially hefore judg- 
ment. 2 Co. Inst. 479. 

Quod non habet prtucipmm non habet finum. 
What has no beginning has no end. Co. Litt. 345. 


Quod non legitur , nm creditur. What is not 
read, is not believed. 4 Co. 304. 

Quod non valet in principalia, tn accesaoria aeu 
mimèquentia non valebit; et quod non valet in magis 
propinquO} non valebit in tnagia remoto. What is 
not good in its principal, will not he good as to 
accessories or consequences; and what is not of 
force as regards things near, will not he of force 
as to things remote 8 Co. 78. 

Quod nulliua est I d ratione naturali occupanti 
conceditur. What belongs to no one, naturally 
helongs to the first occupant. Inst. 2, 1, 12; 1 
Bouv. Inst. n. 491. 

Quod nullius esae poteat , id ut alicujus fieret nulla 
obligatio valet efficere. Those things which cannot 
he acquired as property, cannot he the object of 
an agreement. Dig. 50, 17, 182. 

Quod pendet 9 non est pro eo, quasi ait. What is 
in suspcnse is considered as not existing. Dig. 50, 
17, 169, 1. 

Quod per me non poaaum , nec per alium. What 
I cannot do in person, I cannot do by proxy. 4 
Co. 24. 

Quod per recordum probatum, non debet eaae 
negatum. What is proved by the record, ought 
not to be denied. 

Quodpopulua poatremum jusait, id jua raium eato. 
What the people have last enacted, let tbat be the 
estahlishea law. 

Quod priua est verius est; et quod priua est tem- 
pore potiua eat jure. What is first is truest; and 
wbat comes first in time, is hest in law. Co. 
Litt. 347. 

Quod pro minore liritum est 9 et pro majore licitum 
est. What is lawful in the less, is lawful in the 
greater. 8 Co. 43. 

Quod quis ex culpa aua damnum aentit 9 non vn- 
telligüur damnum aentire. He who suffers a da- 
mage hy his own fault, has no right to complain. 
Dig. 50, 17, 203. 

Quod quiaquia norat in hoc ae exerceat. L*t 
every one empioy himself in what he knows. 11 
Co. 10. 

Quod remedio deatüuiiur ipaa re valet ai culpa 
abait. What is without a remedy is valid hy the 
thing itself. Bacon’s Max. Reg. 9. 

Quod aemel meum eat amplius meum esse W o% 
potest. Co. Litt. 49; Shep. To. 212. 

Quod sub certa forrna concessum vel reservatum 
est 9 n o» trahitur ad valorem vel compensationem. 
That which is granted or reserved undcr a certain 
form, is not to he drawn into a. valuation. Bacon’s 
Max. Reg. 4. 

Quod solo inadificatur solo cedit. Whatever is 
huilt on the soil is an accessory of the soil. Inst. 
2, 1, 29; 16 Mass. 449; 2 Bouv. Inst. n. 1571. 

Quod tacüi inteUigUur deesse non videiur . Wbat 
is tacitly understood aoes not appear to he want- 
ing. 4 Co. 22. 

Quod vanum et inutüe est , lex non requirit. The 
law does not require what is vain and useless. 
Co. Litt. 319. 

Quotiens dubia interpretatio Ubertatia eat , aecun- 
dum libertatem respcmdendum erit. Wbenever 
there is a doubt hetween liherty and slavery, the 
decision must he in favor of liberty. Dig. 50, 17, 
20 . 

Quotiea in verbia nuUa eat ambiguÜaa ibi nulU 
expoaitio contra verba fienda eat. When there is no 
ambiguity in the words, then no exposition con 
trary to the words is to he made. Co. Litt. 147. 
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SaUkabitio mandaio aquiparatur. Ratification 
» «qual to a tommaud. Dig. 46, 3,12, 4. 

Ratio est formalis eausa consuetudinü . Reason 
u tbe formal cause of custom. 

Ratio est legis anima , mutata legis rationt muia - 
lar e/ fcx, Reason is the sonl of the law; the 
*eason of the law being changed. the law is also 
changed. 

Âatio est radius dmm htmims. Reason is a ray 
of divine light. Co. Litt. 232. 

Ratio et auctoritas duo clarissima muruti lumina, 
Reason and authority are tbe two brightest lights 
io the world. 4 Co. Inst. 320. 

Ratio injure eequitas integra, Reason in law is 
perfect eqnity. 

Ratio legia est amma legis. The reason of the 
law is the soul of the law. 

Ratio non clauditur loco. Reason is not confined 
to any place. 

Ratio potest atiegari deflciente lege , sed vera et Ze» 
gatis et non apparens. Reason may be alleged when 
the law is defective, but it must be true and legal 
reason, and not merely apparent. 6 Co. Litt. 191. 

Re, verbis , scripto, consensu, traditione, jundura 
vestes, snmere pada solent. Compacts are accus- 
tomed to be clothed by the thing itself, by words, 
hy writing» by consent, by delivcry. Plow. 161. 

Receditur a placitis juris, potius quam injurice et 
detida maneant tmpunUa. Positive rules of law 
will be receded from, rather than crimes and 
wrongs shonld remain unpunished. Bacon’s Max. 
Reg. 12. This applies only to such maxims as 
are called pladta juris; these will be dispensed 
with rather than crimes sbould go unpunished, 
quia salus populi suprema Ux, because the public 
safety is the supreme law. 

Recorda sunt vestigia vetustatis d veritatis. Re- 
cords are vestiges of antiquity and truth. 2 Roll. 
R. 296. 

Rscurrendum est ad extraordmarium quando non 
valet ordmariwn. We must have recourse to what 
is extraordinary, when what is ordinary fails. 

Regula pro Uge , si deflcit Ux. In defauJt of the 
law, tbe maxim rules. 

Regulariier non valet pactum dare mea non atie- 
nanda. Regularly a contract not to alienate my 
pvoperty is not binding. Cq. Litt. 223. 

Rei turpis nullum mandatum est. A mandate 
of an illegal thing is void. Dig. 17, l, 6, 3. 

Rnpubtiaeinierest voluntates defundorum effed- 
nm aortiri It concerns tbe state that the wifis of 
tbe dead should have their effect. 

Rtlatio est fictio juris et intenta ad unum. Refer- 
ence ia a fiction of law, and intent to one thing. 

3 Co. 28. 

Relatio semperfiat ut vàUat dispositio. Reference 
sboold always be bad in such a manner that a dis- 
position in a will sbould avail. 6 Co. 76. 

Relation never defeats collateral aCts. 18 Vin. 
Ab. 292. 

Rektion sball never make good a void grant or 
devise of tbe party. 18 Vin. Ab. 292. 

Relatiorum cognito uno, cognosciiur et alterum. 
Of things relating to each other, one being known, 
tbe other is known. Cro. Jac. 539. 

Remainder can depend npon no estate but wbat 
beginneth at the same time the remainder doth. 

Remainder mnst vest at the same instant that 
tbe particular estate determines. 

Remainder to a penon not of a capacity to take 
at the time of appointing it, is void. Plowd. 27* 

Vol. IL—K 


Remedies ought to be reciprocal. 

Remedies for rigbts are ever favorably ex- 
tended. 18 Vin. Ab. 521. 

Remissus tmperanii metius paretur. A man com- 
manding not too strictly is best obeyed. 3 Co. 
Inst. 233. 

Remoto tmpedmetdo , emergit adio. The impedi- 
ment being removed the actiön arises. 5 Co. 76. 

Rent must be reserved to him from whom the 
state of the land moveth. Co. Litt. 143. 

Repellitur a sacramento infamis. An infamous 
person is repelled or prevented from taking an 

ath. Co. Litt. 158. 

Reprobata pecunia liberat solventem. Money 
refused liberatee the debtor. 9 Co. 79. But this 
must be understood with a qualificatien. See 
Tender. 

Reputatio est vulgaris opinio ubi non est veritas. 
Repotation is a vulgar opinion wbere there is no 
truth. 4 Co. 107. But see Charader. 

Rerum ordo cotfunditur , si umcuique jurisdidio 
non seroetur. Tbe order of things is confounded 
if every one preserves not his jurisdiction. 4 Co. 
Inst. Proem. 

Rerum progressus ostendsmt muUa, qmm in imtio 
preecaveri seu preevideri non possunt. The progress 
of time shows many things, which at the beginning 
could not be guarded against, or foreseen. 6 Co. 
40. 

Rerum suarum quilibet est moderator d arbiter. 
Every one is the manager and disposer of his 
own. Co. Litt. 223. 

Res denomtnatur a principaliori parte. A thing 
is named from its principal part. 5 Co. 47. 

Res est misera ubi jus est vagam et incertwn. It 
is a -miserable state of things where the law is 
vague and uncertain. 2 Salk. 512. 

Èes, generalem habet significationem , quia tam 
corporea , quam incorporea, cujuscunque sunt gmeris , 
naturte sive speciei, comprehendit. The word things 
bas a general signification, wbich comprehends 
corporeal and incorporeal objects, of whatever 
nature, sort or specie. 3 Co. Inst. 482; 1 Bouv. 
Inst n. 415. 

Res vnter alios acta alieri nocere non debet. Tbings 
done between strangers ought not to injure those 
who are not parties to them. Co. Litt. 152. 

Res judicata pro veritaie accipitur. A thing 
adjudged must be taken for trnth. Co. Litt. 103; 
Dig. 50, 17, 207. See Reajudicata. 

Resjudicata facit ex atbo nigrum, ex nigro album, 
ex curvo redum, tx recto curvum . A thing adjndged 
makes what was white, black; what was olack, 
white; what was crooked, straight; what was 
straight, crooked. 1 Bouv. Inst. n. 840» 

Res ver pecuniam astimatur , et non peeuma per 
res. The value of a thing is estimated by its worth 
in money, and the value of money is not estimated 
by reference to the thing. 9 Co. 76; 1 Bouv. Inst. 
n. 922. 

Res perit dondno suo. The destruction of the 
thing u the loss of its owner 2 Bouv. Inst. n. 
1456. 1466. 

Reservatio non debet esse de prqflcuis ipsis quia ea 
conceduntur, sed de reddtiu nova extra proficua. A 
reservation ongbt not to be of the profits them- 
selves, because tbey are granted, but firom tbe 
new rent out of the profits. Co. Litt. 142. 

Resignatio est juris proprü spontanea refutatio 
Resignation is the spontaneous relinquishment of 
one’s own right. Godb. 284. 
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